
READY FOR TOMORROW. Mandia Mnguni with colleagues and well-wishers (from the 

left) Rod Joubert, Steve Madden, Peter Dominey and Craig Millar. 

Mandia all set for Gama race 
Daily News Reporter 

MANDLA MNGUNI is all set to write 
his name in the record books when be 

takes his position at the belmn of the L34 

yacht, Aluweld Sun Seeker, at tomor
row's start of the Wilbur Ellis Vasco da 

Gama race from Durban to East London. 
He will be the only helmsman of colour 

in the race and according to spokesman 
Mr Rod Joubert, the only black man to 
bold this position in the history or this 
race. 

Mandia was co-opted on to the team 

when regular helmsman Brian Morgan 
bad to pull out. · 

He was spotted at the Point Yacht 
Club doing various jobs and according to 

' 
Mr Joubert displayed "amazing talent 
at the helm." 

him for a while and be bas been out with 
us. So when Brian bad to drop out, we 

just brought in Mandia and now be will 

be at the helm for the race," said Mr 
Joubert. 

He said that Mandia bad been put 

through his paces, bad given an impress

ive account of his expertise and bas now 

been moulded into the eight-man crew. 

"Mandia bas fitted in very nicely with 

the rest of the crew and now be bas a 

place in our team. He will be treated just 

like everybody else with no special treat

ment," said Mr Joubert. 
Other members of the crew are skipper 

Andrew Dominey, his father Peter Do
miney, Rod Joubert, Peter Vennikombe, 

Mark Nottcutt, Steve Madden and Brian 

Schech. "So we pulled him in and worked_.!'itb 
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Close contest 
< 

promised in 
the Da Gama race 

Mercury Reporter 
IT'S not quite the America's 
Cup, but it's not going to be a 
·case of plain sailing for the 30 
yachts competing in the Wil
bur Ellis Da Gama yacht race 
from Durban to East London, 
which begins next week. 

This year's field looks to be 
one of the most evenly-mat
chen in recent years and the 
dash for line honours prom
ises to be a closely-contested 
affair with comp�tijors hav
i n g  to p r o d u c e  tin extra
special effort if they hope to 
leave the rest trailing. 

The race is scheduled to 
start at 11 a m  on Wednesday. 

Odds-on favourite to take 
the plaudits is the maxi-yacht 
Huletts Aluminium. Skipper · 
Lee McGregor has made no 
secret of the fact that he 
wants  h i s  a l l - a l u m i n i u m  
sloop to sail flat out from the 
start in an attempt to break 
the race record of 32 hours 
and 22 seconds, set by Wes
bank in 1981. 

However, he will face stiff 
competition from the likes of 
Ilse III, which as Royal Palm 
took top spot in this year's 
Crystic/Beachcom ber cross
ing from Mauritius to Durban, 
and Madam Pazzazz, a Farr 
38, skippered by Fred Vil
joen. 

T h e r e  a r e  12 L34- c l a s s  
yachts i n  the race and local 

sailing pundits are having a 
hard time agreeing on a po
tential winner in this group. 

Previous winning skippers 
now at the helm of L34s in
c l u d e  Dave Cox in Credit 
Guarantee Solar Wind, Terry 
Cl arence in Equinox,  Roy 
Close in Close Again and Neil 
Bailey in  Sensation. 

An interesting entry is Har
bours Enterprise, skippered 
by Dave Powell from the ma
rine division of the Depart
ment of Transport and crew
ed by members of SATS from 
D u r b a n ,  Cape Tow n ,  Port 
Elizabeth, East London and 
Johannesburg. 

Cruisers 
As Mercury, she represent- ' 

ed Durban in the first Cape to 
Rio yacht race and later com
peted i n t e r n at i o n a l ly a s  
Mainstay. With the Port Cap
tain of East London on board, 
Harbours Enterprise should 
know a couple of short cuts to 
the finish. 

There are fou r  L36 fast 
cruisers in the race - Goblet, 
Oceaneering Meanda, Orea 
and Zoroaster. 

The RCOD has two repre
sentatives this year - Tommy 
Martin's Sun Tonic and Foxy 
Lady, skippered by B r i a n  
Cole. 

Kidogo is hoping that the 
wind of fortune is kinder this 
time around. Last year, the , 
Transvaal entry overshot East 
London while in contention 
for a handicap win. Compass 
47 Magic Sailing School and 
Pasha, a Gitana 43, make up 
the balance of the A Class. 

The favourite in the B Class 
is E x c a l i b u r ,  a L e l l o  34,  
skippered by Vernon Goss. 
Challenging Excalibur for 
honours will be Miyott, Miele, 
Bedlam and Jabulani. 


