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VETERAN yachtsman Ga· I \ 

briel "Gawie" Fagan - By ALAN DUGGAN 
the man who sailed Suid· · 
oos to victory in the 1982 
South Atlantic race - will 
board a little wooden ship 
next year for one of the 
most extraordinary voy
ages of his life. 

He has been chosen to join 
the crew of the caravel 
Bartolomeu Dias, a near· 
perfect replica of the ex· 
plorer's. vessel which will 
retrace Dias's route from 
Portugal to Mossel Bay 
five centuries ago. 

With Mr Fagan will be seven 
other adventurous South 
Africans and eight Portu· 
gue.se naliom!ls - all in· 
tent on reliving the exper
iences of the famed 
Portuguese mariner. 

Only two other crewmen 
have so far been named. 
They are Mr A Farinh6 
and Mr F da C Lavarinhas, 
both of Pretoria.· 

Captain Emilio de Sousa, of 
Mossel Bay. a sailor with 
vast experience and an 
earnest admirer of his for
bear. will be in command. 

He plans to sail the 23.5m 
caravel - built strictly 
according to 15th-century 
designs, right down to the 
lateen rigging - from Lis· 
bon to Mossel Bay in about 
two-and-a-half months. 

Highlight 
The stubby little ship (it dis· 

places a modest 120t) is 
scheduled to arrive in the 
picturesque southern Cape 
port on February 3 next 
year - 500 years to the 
day after the explorer an
chored in the bay. 

The arrival of the caravel 
will be the highlight of a 
spectacular festival in-

====-========-i volving thousands of South 
- Africa 's 650 000-strong 

Portuguese community. 
Mr Fagan told the Sunday 

Times this week: "I'm 

looking forward to the trip 
immensely. 

"It's the sort of opportunity 
that comes along only 
once every 500 years." 

Ali 16 crew members will un· 
dergo special training in 
,Portugal to equip them for 
the hazards of the Atlantic 
- and the demands of a 
very unusual sailing ves
sel. 

The Bartolomeu Dias will be 
launched on June 14 and 
undergo her sea trials in 
mid-July. 

Celebrating 
She will set sail from the 

mouth of the Tagus, call
ing ·at Madeira and Cape 
Verde en route to Mossel 
Bay. 

Ciptain de Sousa said: "We 
are celebrating the mem
ory of a great man who 
accomplished great 
things. 
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ing things when you con· Marie Hammann, left, and Karin van der.Merwe holding a model of a caravel 
sider he was sailing in un· tions, has received a stag-
k now n waters using gering 27000 entries for 
primitive instruments. its festival slogan com-

·~--~-=======i...:vms achievements are com· petition, recently adver-
parable to the landing on tised in the Sunday Times 
the moon." Colour Magazine. 

•The National Festival The winner - first prize is a 
Committee Dias 1988, trip for two to Portugal -
which is organising the will be announced next 
quincentennial celebra- week. 
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