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Tutu gives 
SA yacht 
hotline to 
heaven 
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NOWHERE in the labyrinth that is the Am~rica's 
Cup rule book is there a section on boats en
listing help from above, which is just as well as 
South Africa's Team Shosholoza claim to have a 
hotline to heaven. 

The service · provider to the link to the 
Almighty. is Archbishop Desmond Tutu, the No
bel Peace Prize laureate who has taken to his 
role as Shosholoza's patron with enthusiasm. 

After match race wins against France's Areva 
Challenge and United Team Germany in an 
America's Cup preliminary regatta last year the 
team received the following e-mail: "Yippee and 
Yippee again. Is this our second victory? WOW 
and ·double WOW. Much love and blessings, 
Arch. Patron of Shosholoza." 

After another match win 
against the China Team's Son 
of Dragon Shosholoza faced 
a crucial race against Italy's 
· a-s-ccrt:zone-t:-afino-;- an 

wrote to their patron asking . 
for his help. 

Within three hours the 
team -had a reply: "I'll say a 
special prayer for you all on 
Wednesday. I'm in the US 
staying at a monastery so I DESMOND TUTU 
cettainly will have a hot1ine! -
Good luck. and God bless you all, Arch." 

In the end Shosholoza lost out by a mere four 
seconds to the Italians prompting the following 
ecclesiastical e-mail: "I'm still using the hotline; 
that's why we lost by only very small margins 
for a relatively inexperienced drew! Well done. 
Arch. Patron Shosholoza." • 

The team's founder, captain Salvatore Sarno, 
commenting on his boat's association with the 
man who coined the phrase the Rainbow Na
tion, said: "I am a believer and for me the Arch
b'~hop is someone very close to God. I am con-

ed that Team Shosholoza has the protec
t1 of God and this is why we have asked him to 
help us through our hurdles to the America's 
Cup next year." As a back~up Sarno has also en
listed the services of a Spanish bishop who 
blessed the boat's new mast at a ceremony at 
Valencia's Port America's Cup. 

An Italian who has made South Africa his 
home for the past 20 years, Sarno has put to
gether a predominately South African crew that 
has punche.d above its weight for Cup first
timers to put itself in with a very real chance of 
scraping through to the semi-finals of the Louis 
Vuitton Cup: · 

The team's name' Shosholoza loosely trans
lated means "moving forward". And that is. pre
cisely what it's done since its launch back in 
2003 leaving Brad Butterworth, America's Cup 
defender Alinghi's' skipper, for one impressed, 

"On a good day this team can beat anyone," 
said the New Zealand er. - Sapa-AFP 


