
"Redheuse Ya~htClub hois;~S centenary,sa.Mthis,.year 
,SAILS will be hoisted in celebra
tion in October when the Red
house Yacht Club marks its cen
tenary with a major regatta in 
October. 

From small beginnings, the 
club, in this charming riverside 
village on the banks of Swartkops 
River, now provides sailing, 
aquatic sports and loads of family 
fun for folk in the metro area. · 

Club commodore Frank Collier 
sums up 100 years of the club's 
history: 

Humble beginnings ~. 
. "0:~ 

It all began on October 24, 1904 ~ 
when 16 "gentlemen" met at the 
Zwartkops Rowing Club to inau
gurate a sailing club at Redhouse. 
Mr RP Jones was elected chair
man. Mr JC. Carden, who in
cidentally, was the manager of the 
first Springbok Rugby team to 
tour the UK, proposed that the . 
name should be Redhouse Sailing 

.. ,Club. But at the next meeting the 
name was changed to Redhouse 
Yacht Club to avoid clashing with 
the existing Redhouse Swimming 
Club. . 

Early competitions 
The annual fees were set at 10 

shillings and sixpence. A proposal 
by the Beaconsfield Sai ling Club 
(which was later to become the 
Zwartkops Yacht Club) for the es-

- _,tablishment of a challenge cup led 

Th_~riks to '1 _~ gentleme~', charming rven~e has 
-helped to nurture some .. pf SA's top yachtsmen 
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to the pJpular annual River Cup 
event. The first race under the 
club colours featured three boats 
- their weights ranging froni five 
to two tons! Noliv modern Lasers 
and Opti'mist racing yachts are 
governed by a minimum weight 
of 55 ancf35 kilograms. 

Turbulent times 
Since ~{lose ea rly days, the RYC 

has livectthrough some turbulent 
t imes. WJ'iile it had its beginnings 
in the gracious Edwardian era, 10 

years later thel outbreak of the 
Fi rst World Wa saw the world 
change dramati ally. But the RYC 
stood steadfast through two 
world wa_rs, the r errible influenza 
epidemic of 19 9, and the de
pression years. 

Between the ~o World wars, 
the most popula boat on the river 
was the scow. T ese were mostly 
" 20-footers'; b t some were 
"25-footers7 an carried a ere_ w of 
up to five , gen rally including a 

"bailer-boy" whose job it was t9 
keep the boat afloat! . 

A time of prosperity 
After the Second -World War 

existing club members returned 
from the far-flung battlefields'"and 
were joined by new ones, attract
ed to the holiday lifestyle enjoyed 
at Redhouse. 

Yachting began to grow and 
new classes of racing boats were 
introduced. · 
· In those days there were few 

aquatic sports available other 
than swimming, and sailing really 
took off. 

The club's 50th anniversary in 
1954 was celebrated with a na
tional regatta. Then all 'classes 
sailed together as numbers were 
sufficiently small for tile 
Zwartkops River to · be a viab/e 
venue. Also, life moved at a more 
leisurely pace, so such a regatta 
could run for over a fortnight. 

Over the next 20 years, sub
stantial fleets of Sharpies, Sprogs, 
Sailing Canoes, Dabchicks, Flying 
Dutchmen, Finns, Wingers, Tem
pos and Fireballs, plus~the odd. 

Spearhead, Andy and OK One De
sign, provided keen competition, 
,huge amounts of fun and much 
~iscussion around the bar in what 
'was essentially a male sport. 

Family fun 
By the early Seventies, the Mir

ror class had made its appearance 
and m.ore women and children 
began to become involved. 

J1,1 nior sailing was boosted by 
the appearance of the Optimist 
,~gle-handed dinghy, which has 
ijrved as the training boat for 
@ilors ever since. 
.,/The Optimist has also helped to 
ttain some of South Africa's best 
sailors in its 30 years of exis
tence. 
]~y 1975 the single-handed 
L~e r had made its appearance on 
t~ river, superseding most of the 
larter classes of boats owing to its 
siit.plicity of design, ease of main
tenance, speed and sheer excite
ment it generated. 

The club has maintained its role 
as the local centre of dinghy sail
ing, surviving the challenge of 
catamarans and sailboards and 
the arrival of numerous other 
aquatic sports. 

As it prepares to enter its sec
ond century, the RYC faces yet 
another challenge, that of bring
ing the excitement and pleasure 
and good, clean fun of sailing to 
everyone. 


