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Superb sailors seek ·~150 000 sponsorship 
IJuntyVlfest ..; (I\ l~od? , !'' - - 'f!i!'iff - - North -Sails. His ambition is to 

W anted - RISO 000 in spon~ 
sorship for six highly moti
vated young sailors, who , 

already hold the Western Province 
title in the L26 division-and have 
their sights set on a top five finish in 
the Lipton Cup. -
I The young men, all members of 
the False Bay Yacht Club (FBYCJ, are 
seasoned sailocs with a profound 
knowledge of their craft. 

After just one year of sailing 
together, the FBYC Challenger Sail
ing Team Consortium (their title) is 
highly competitive and was rated as 
one of the top 10 sailing teams in the 
Lipton Cup last year. 

Other successes in 200I included 
the FBYC Easter regatta, the Winter 
series and the Spring regatta. The
team has also finished first in all the 
2002 FBYC races. 

But competitive sailing is not their ' 
only accomplishment and the dedi
cated members have taken it on 
themselves to help ypung people 
from poor backgrounds to enjoy the 
sea. They are encouraging school
children to learn the ropes from 
deckhand to -yachtmaster. 

Skipper Andrew Edwards, 32, 
started his career in yach~ing during 
his final year in the navy doing his 
national service. 

He has competed in every major 
South African event including win
ning the Rothman's-Week cla~s 2 
(1989/90) . and Algoa Bay Week 
(1989). -
- He then went to work for a Bong 
Kong-based company and travelled 
to Rio to pick up a yacht for delivery 
in the Far East. 

He continued_ with this work for 

• Yachti" fraternity ••• Amateur sailors from the Faist, BayYi!15:ht Club are hoping to take part in several 
majors ra& s this year, including the Lipton Cup, but he~ sponsorship. The youngsters are: Steve Marais, Robert 
Paterson, tyran Kerford, Andrew Edwards and Vinnie Orchard . Paul Dennett-the team -
manager-' is behind. 1'1t1Joe' git-'( ~ 

the next five years and covered more 
than 40 000 nautical miles, before 
giving it all up to sail a I40ft motor 
yacbt based in the Cayman Islands 
where he s,pent the next three and a 
half years. 1 

In 2000 he decided to return to 
Cape Towp and is involved i[l run
ning a saiHng school. He is re-estab
lishing a d'eveloptnent programme 
for the FB'l(C. 

Robert Paterson, 2I, is the 
team's h elmsman. He grew up 
in Simon 's Town, was educated 
at Kalk Bay Primary and matriculat
ed from Wynberg Boys High in 

I998. 
, He began sailin'g when he was 10 
and has sailed dinghies and 50ft rac
ing yachts. 

At I4 he was part of the -team 
which won Rothnian's Week class 2 
aboard another L2~. 

In I996 he achiev_ed third place 
aboard the MBS Flyer (skippered by 
Edwards) in Telkbm Week. In I997 
he came second(in Telkom Week 
aboard Rua ch in~the Mount Gaye 
class. . 
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In 200I Paterson joined the Chal
lenger team as a thmmer and, after 

_ Lipton 200I, _Jook1 over the steering 

duties aboard the L26. He is actively 
involved in teaching youngsters sail
ing at FBYC. 

Vinnie Orchard, 32, is a New 
Zealander who now lives in Simon's 
Town and is committed to his role as . 
the tearri builder. His other job 
aboard the L26 is the halyards 
(ropes). 

Mast man, Steven Marais, 38, the 
oldest man aboard, has been a mem

. ber of the FBYC for five years, after 
moving down from Gauteng. 

Tyran Kerford, 19 - the team's 
bowman - is from Muizenberg and is 
completing his apprenticeship with 

explore the world. 
Keith Stanley, 2I, moved to 

Simon's Town-in I996, where he 
completed his schooling. He is the 
team reserve and has been trained to 
step into any role on board should 
he be needed. He attends the Cape 
Technikon where he is completing a 
diploma in Maritime Studies. 

The RISO 000 sponsorship is 
needed to payfor the maintenance, 
running and upgrade costs, crew 
transport and accommodation 
when the team attends regattas out
side Cape Town. But for that, spon
sors can expect valuable exposure in 
both print and other media, 

In previous years, the Lipton Cup 
has been covered both locally and 
internationally, with daily inserts 
on e--TVand a one-hour documen
tary on M-Net Supersport. Other 
events covered by the media includ
ed Algoa Bay week and the NCS sail
ing week. 

Branding opportunities exist on 
the sails, sides, boom and mast, 
while banners are often permitted at 
the events. ' 

There are also entertainment 
opportunities (directly and indirect
ly) adding value to sponsorship. The 
team is able to provide a spectator 
boat during the Lipton Cup which 
prov'ides an ideal opportunity to 
entertain valued clients .. 

Sailing is also ideal for employee 
team building or for reinforcing 
client relationships. , 

If you think you can help these 
young men realise their dreams, 
contact Jose Heitor (promo.tions) 
083 725 4035, Andrew Edwards 
082 2I8 8396 or Paul Dennett (man
ager) 083 26I 4864. 


