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.Single-Handed round-the-world drama 
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COMPETITORS in the BOC Sin
glehanded Round the World 
yacht race are now on the final 
leg of this global marathon, hav
ing started the 5 800 nautical 
mile leg from Punta de! Este in 
Uruguay to Charleston in South 
Carolina on Saturday. 

Most have been through hell 
so far on this race. The first leg 
was slow and frustrating, while 
the two Southern Ocean legs lit
erally devastated the fleet, in con
ditions that were probably not 
uncharacteristic for the area, but 
more severe than seasoned cam
paigners had ever experienced. 

This final leg is likely to be a lot 
easier, but with the uncharacter
istic conditions so far, only a bet
ting man would be bold enough 
to say they will have an easy ride. 
Singlehanded sailing is tough 

enough, but singlehanded racing 
is a real test of character, ability, 
endurance and tenacity, and is 
undoubtedly the toughest form 
of sailing by far. 

After Punta de! Este, competi
tors must decide whether to sail 
close to the coast and leave the 
swift southerly Brazilian current 
to starboard, or head offshore for 
more breeze and leave it to port. 
The next obstacle is when the 
fleet re-acquaint themselves with 
the doldrums, and determine 
how to get out of them as quick
ly as possible before heading for 
the finish. 

South African JJ Provoyeur on 
"Novell" is currently fourth in 
the Class One fleet, and will have 
to go somewhat to finish in third 
place overall. He will be joir, •d 
for this leg by Neal Petersen 

whose "Protect our Sealife" was 
dismasted early in the second leg. 
Petersen ha~ had a brand new 
spar designed and supplied by 
Cape Town mast builders Zenith 
Spars, who came to his rescue, 
allowing him to compete in this · 
leg, having missed the two south
ern ocean ones. 

reminder of Harry Mitchell and 
his yacht "Henry Hornblower" 
who have not been heard of for a 
month. The race organisers have 
not given up hope that he will be 
found, but in reality his chances 
of survival are now pretty slim. 
The competitors know this, and 
also know that they too could 
easily become another statistic. 

RICHARD CROCKETI 
At the back of every competi

tor's mind was a nagging 
...,-.=c.._;;.~~~~~~~~~~~~---

On the wind 


