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TOP SKIPPER: Gumboots skipper Robbie Dove cracks open a bottle of champagne after arriving first in East London . 
har · · h ace from Durb . The other two delighted 
crew members are, back, n '¥iicture by PATRICK KUKARD 
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Gumboots wins Da Gama yacht race1 

EAST LONDON - Good tac· 
tics in sometimes stormy; some· 
times calm conditions, saw a 
modest-sized and relatively old 
fashioned Petersen 33 yacht, 
Gumboots, beat sleeker rivals to 
win the Vasco da Gama yacht 
race between Durban and East 
London at the weekend. 

Gumboots, skippered by 
Robbie Dove, made the most of 
inshore winds to lead a fleet of 
11 other yachts, East London 
Yacht Club commodore Brian 
Thomas said yesterday. 

Strong south-westerly winds 
on Thursday night, followed by 
calm the next day, slowed the 
race and saw two boats return to 
Durban, he said. 

Later the wind switched to 
, north-east boosting Gumboots 

to the finish in a time of 42 
hours, 23 minutes and 43 sec
onds. 

The tussle for second and third 
place was resolved just ·metres 
from the finish when Golden 
Sovereign, a Sovereign 54, over
took Seaboard, a Stadt 34, near 
the Western Wall. 

Golden Sovereign, the largest 
yacht in the fleet and also of 
RNYC, which had been 
favourite to take line honours 
but which is now expected to 
come last on handicap after 
berthing 15 minutes later than 
Gumboots. , . 

Apart from a 35-knot south-

wester which caused the retire
ment of Flyer (Brian Tocknell, 
RNYC) and Rosa Viento (Mike 
Linton, BlufTYC), there was not 
much to trouble the fleet. 

Third place, and possibly sec
ond on handicap, went to 
Seaboard, a Stad 34 skippered 
by Mick Taylor (RNYC) with 
another Stad 34, Auberge, 
fourth jointly helmed by Rob 
Goulden and Greg de Beyer, of 
Point Yacht Club. 

Two PYC L34s were fifth and 
sixth respectively, Solar Wind 
under Dave Cox and Ernie 
Shaw's Owen's Corning 
Warrior, with Derick Wilcocks 
(PYC) seventh on Endless 

Summer, a Holiday 34. 
All results are provisional and 

subject to correction once the 
three remaining craft are in 
port. 

These are Nickitu (Bernie Hall, 
BYC), Lady in Waiting · (Neil 
Schwegeman, RNYC) and Kaira 
(Rob Stevenson, PYC). 

No East London yachts com
peted in this year's Da Gama, 
traditionally a highlight on the 
local yachting calendar, Mr 
Thomas said. 

He blamed the absence of East 
London yachts on the lack of a 
sponsor and the start of week
long racing in Algoa Bay today. 
-DDR-Sapa 


