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Weather playS :.a~ 
foul with youth 
yacht selections 
YOUTH selections for 
Laser Full Rigs (boys), 
radials (girls) and Laser II 
were held in Durban over 
the Easter weekend, com
bined with the Sprog 
Natal provincial champs, 
505 national champs and 
Hobie 16 Natal provincial 
champs. 

A total of 61 entries were 
received, the biggest entry 
being 22 for the Hobie 16 
c ass. 

Sailing commenced on 
Good Friday with winds 
gusting to 32 knots. In the 
Laser Full Rigs, Gareth 
Blanckenberg from Cape 
Town proved his experi
ence to win both the youth 
and senior sections with 
Andrew van de Water 
from Border second. 

The last race of the third 
day was started in 32 
knots and the rescue craft 
was called upon as boats 
were unable to complete 
and return to the club. Due 
to extensive damage to 
boats, racing for the Laser 
Full Rigs, Radials, 505s 
and Sprogs ended on the 
Sunday with only a small 
percentage of the Hobies 
competing on Monday. 

Gareth Blanckenberg 
was selected to attend the 
Youth Worlds in Japan 

and Andrew van de Water 
will attend the Laser Radi
al Worlds in Morocco. 

The Laser II representa
tives are Graeme w· cox 
and angout 
(boys) and Katherine 
Sadler and Emma Wright 
(girls). 

The Sprogs were won by 
Mark Statham and Bar
bara Heathcote with Nigel 
Millin and W von Bud
denbrock winning the 
505s. 

The Optimist selectio'1s 
were held in Port Eli:ia
beth off Hobie Beach 
from April 1 to 6 for the 
top 25 Optimist skippers. 
After two unsailable days, 
it was decided to move the 
venue to Algoa Bay Yacht 
Club. The selections are 
held over two regattas 
(back to back) and as two 
days had already been 
lost, only four races were 
completed for the first 
regatta, resulting in no 
discards. The first regatta 
was won by John Eloff 

from Cape Town with 
Nicholas van de Water 
from Border ending 10th. 

The second regatta was 
started on the fourth day 
from Hobie Beach. Eight 
races were sailed over two 
days with the third day 
being cancelled due to 
severe weather conditions, 
resulting in only one dis
card. The second regatta 
was again won by Eloff. 

The points from botl 
regattas were addeci 
together and two team~ 
were selected (one for the 
Worlds and one for the 
Europeans). Nicholas van 
de Water (Border) was 
selected for the Europeans 
in Slovenia from June 28 
to July 13. 

The big surprise was 
Adam Swales from Natal, 
who won the nationals inl 
December, only finishing 
sixth and not making the 
World team. 

Worlds team: John Eloff, 
Simon Baer, Lindsay 
Samuel, Paul Willcox, 
Greg Reuvers. 

European team: Adam 
Swales, Edward van 
Reenen, Mary Hassan, 
Jono Silberbauer, Mary 
Waller, Penny Alison, 
Jemmy Johnson, Nicholas 
van de Water (Border). 


