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Crew plucked from sinking Bio yacht 
c.1196- .,., ~~ . 

STAFF WRITER 

THREE South African yachtsmen 
were plucked from the stricken 
Cape-to-Rio veteran ocean-racing 
yacht H20 International on Sun
day night in a daring high seas res
cue carried out in darkness 1 000 
nautical miles from Cape Town. 

Skipper Mike Copman and 
crew members Nie Friedman ;md 
Steve Trope were rescued by the 
crew of Cape-to Rio participant 
Coelacanth in an operation lasting 
some six hours, after their boat's 
hull was ripped open during a vio
lent storm. 

The three were returning to 
Cape Town after being placed 5th 
in the handicap section of the race. 

Vfhe boat, formerl Y. named Suid 

I 
Gos, was owned by well known 
architect Mr Gawie Fagan. 

Contacted on two-way radio 
late yesterday, Copman said H20 
International sprung a bad leak 
during a storm shortly before they · 
reached Tristan da Cunha on the 
homeward stretch. 

Makeshift repairs and regular 
pumping kept the 28-year-old 
yacht afloat and n;ivigable. 

The crew of Coelacanth, who 
were aware of the problems, sailed 
close to the 40-foot sloop in the 
event of an emergency. 

"But we were forced to aban
don the yacht after encountering 
more extreme conditions. The 
boat had already been through a 
severe storm, and being fairly old, 
the continued lashing of the storm 

and the rig pulling to one side just 
ripped the hold open," Copman 
said. 

Once the distress call was 
received by Coelacanth, the cruiser 
took about two hours to close the 
gap with the stricken yacht, he 
said. While it slowly sank, Trope 

· began to suffer from the effects of 
hypothermia. 

"The actual transfer, which was . 
relatively dry, took between three 
to four hours in extremely difficult 
conditions with the height of the 
waves ranging from 10 to 20-
metres ~nd the wind blowing at 50 
knots." 

Copi:nan added that the three 
were in good spirits and just want
ed their families and friends to 
know they were safe. ~ 


