
The Indian team who participated in the World Enterprise Yachting Championship (from left) 
~!!_!udrolli, Cdr. Homi Motivala, Pushpendra Garg, LCdr. Farokh Tarapore and Lt. Vipul 
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INDIAN YACHTSMEN 
~CH SECOND WIND 

Leader Reporter 
"NOBODY c·an 
sail perfectly, it is 
the guy who makes 
the least number of 
mistakes who 
wins," says a very 
laid-back Farokh 
Tarapore, India's 
star yachtsman. 

He is in a reflective 
mood before he sets 
out for the final race of 
the World Enterprise 
yachting champion
ships which concluded 
in Durban last week. 
He went on to win the 
bronze in the cham
pionships. 

He feels the Indian 
contingent comprising 
three teams has done 
quit e well h avin g 
bagged secon and 
third positions. 

Colleagues Shakeel 
Kudrolli and Sumeet 
Patel, won the silver. 

The going had not 
been bad for Tarapore 
who is taking part in the 
evenr for only the 
second time and for a 
yachtsman who was in
troduced to his yacht 
two days before the 
championship took off. 

But it is no "big deal" 
for reigning national 
champion Tarapore 
who won the world 
championship the very 
first time he entered it 
in 1991. 

The Enterprise class 
named after the four 
metre long two-man 
racing boat powered by 
12 metres of sail is real
ly not Tarapore's event. 

He has been winning 
medals for India quite 
regularly at the Asian 
Games and champion
ships since 1982 in the 
470 and Fireball clas
ses. 

Not~ 
enjoy it. "The event is 
more of a battle of wits, 
where your skills as !l 
yachtsman are put to 
test. Because there is 
no scope for speed 
development with 
everyone moving at the 
same speed more or 
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So how different were 
the condtions here ? 

"With 25 years of sail
ing behind you, you 
cannot complain about 
conditions," and the In
dian Navy LCdr 
rebukes you for asking 
the question from a 
seasoned sailor," a 
sportsman who plays 
all over the world is 
never bothered what 
the field is like." 

Shakeel Kudrolli, a 
member of the Sea 
Cadet Core Sailing As
sociation and a lawyer 
by profession thinks 
otherwise. 

"The sea is different. 
It has a big swell and a 
confused chop. This 

can prove very 
demanding if you are 
trying to generate 
speed." 

calls his favourite event 
for it comr,rises " match 
racing "- ' It is the kind 
of sailing spectators 
can relate to. You have 

Even though he is in two boats . competing 
the second place, against each other. So 
Kudrolli is " not really you have one winner 
satisfied" with his per- and one loser." 
fomance. He feels he But the third team is 
should have been more not a very happy one. 
tactful with the 15 to 16 Cdr Homi Motivala 
feet wall of water he and Pushpendra Garg 
had to contend with. who won the World 

Kudrolli and Patel am ionshi sin 1993 
who- bagged thelif1, ran m o 
pos~ears this year. 
championship feel that "We have just not 
competi~ion has been been able to get going," 
stiffer. says a disappointed 

And what did they Motivala who was 
think about the South India's first entry for 
African contingent ? the event this year. 

"Their standard is not Though he is quite 
that high. We did see happy for his col-

d · 1 leagues, he thinks this 
some ~oo sai ors willprobably be his last 
though.' 

=--~""- c.,,e in his 24 vears of 
They are already 

looking forward to-' 
participating in the I 
Asian Championships 
to be held in Singapore 
in December. 

But Tarapore moves 
on to a bi~er event -
the International Yacht 
Racing Union's Na
tions Cup (IYRU) 
yachting world's 
equivalent of the Davis 
Cup which got off to a 
start this weekend in 
Oakland, USA. _ 

Accompanied by his 
crew, Tarapore was 
lookin~ forward to par
tici patmg in ~hat he 
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sailing. 
There was some 

cause for cheer for him. 
For he went on to win 
that particular race 
with an overall eighth 
position in the event. 

Yachting is an expen
sive sport. And lack of 
sponsors makes it all 
the more difficult to 
pursue. 

T arapore wonders 
whether he Will be able 

the Asian 
Champions V"· "It 
costs something like R 
1 million with the 
equipment costing 
about R60,000 to 
R70,000." 

But it keeps them all 
going anyway to feel 
the wind agamst their 
faces and the "thrill of 
beating the waves" as 
Kudrolli puts it. 


