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NSRI ALEBTEQ AS BOATS HEAD FOR START OF RACE IN MAPUTO· nc:f'-cvrvt 

·Yacht rescued in huge seas 
MERCURY REPORTER 
Richards Bay I" J e., J f4'1f 

A
LARGE, Durban-registered 
catamaran with seven peo
ple on board was towed to 
the safety of Richards Bay 

harbour yesterday after being res- · 
cued by the NSRI in heavy seas off 
the North Coast. 

The Crippled catamaran involved 
in yesterday's rescue drama, Star 
Cat, was ·on its way to Inhaca from 
Durban when it got into difficulty 
off Tugela Mouth on Sunday night. 

Skipper Alan du Toit radioed the 
N3tional Sea Rescue Institute to re
port steering problems and a failed 
engine. 

The NSRl's deep-sea rescue boat, 
the Spirit of Richards Bay, with five 
crew left the harbour just after 3am 
yesterday and made for the stricken 
yacht against a howling south~west
erly wind. 

The yacht was picked up about 
6am and towed to Richards Bay. 

Making better progress than ex
pected in the fast-following sea, the 
yacht tied up alongside the small
craft harbour at about 10.30am. 

Soon · after they arrived, the 
weather worsened considerably 
with gale-force winds ahd driving 
rain lashing Richards Bay. 

Spirit of Richards Bay coxswain 
Mark Hughes reported extremely 
heavy rain. He said he could not see 
land at all during the rescue opera
tion. 

Difficult 
"The radar was finding it difficult 

to penetrate the rain and they had 
just their global positioning system 
(GPS)," said NSRI Richards Bay sta
tion commander Mike Patterson. 

At least 21 yachts .from Richards 
Bay and several from Durban have 
set sail for Inhaca island near Map
uto for a race back to Richards Bay 
starting this Friday, according to the 
NSRI, which is on standby. 

Mr Patterson advised yachtsmen 
who had not already left to "sit 
tight" until they were certain there 
were fair winds ahead. · 

"They say the weather conditions 
off Mozambique are also extremely 
rough, too rough even to launch a 
rubber duck to get ashore. Yachts are 

sheltering behind inhaca island," 
Mr Patterson said. 

"We are trying to get a list of the 
yachts already there. Twenty-one 
yachts have left Richards Bay since 
last Friday evening." 

Mr Patterson said reports about 
the weather had been accurate and 
conditions were expected to con
tinue until at least Wednesday. 

"We have been on close standby 
since we were warned early Friday 
afternoon that the weather would 
be coming through." . 

A former Cape-to-Rio class-win
ning yacht had to be towed to safe
ty after both sets of steering gear 
failed in gale-force winds which 
threatened to blow the vessel ashore 
at Robben Island, reports our corre
spondent in Cape Town. 

Safety 
The lSm classic cutter-rigged 

ketch Tara was eventually towed to 
safety by the NSRI after one towline 
snapped and a second, more power
ful rescue craft, was summoned. 

Tara, with former-owner Peter 
Hein at the helm, won the cruising 

class in the inaugural 1974 Cape-to
Rio race. 

New owner Paul Briscoe, who 
bought the yacht about nine 
months ago, was heading for Table 1 

Bay from Gordon's Bay when the 
wind struck. 

Relieved 
"lf we hadn't have been rescued 

when we were, we would probably 
have ended up on Robben Island 
within an hour, 11 a relieved Mr Bris
coe said yesterday. · 

The Tara set out from Gordon's 
Bay at about 9.40am on Saturday in 
"very light" wind. 

Mr Briscoe said he had spoken to 
the weather office at ?pm on Friday 
and again at ?am on Saturday and 

' was told strong wind was expected 
on Sunday. 

At 1 lam, as the Tara rounded 
Cape Point, .the ·:weather office re
ported the wind was approaching 
faster than expected and would hit 
the Cape between 8pm and llpm. 

"But it started blowing at 6pm, 
two hours ahead of schedule," Mr 
Brisq>e said. 


