
WELCOME TO THE CLUB ... South Africa's 'yachtsman of the year', for 1994, World 
Hobie 16 champion, Shaun Ferry (right), is congratulated by two-time winner, John Martin 
for winning the prestigious award over the weekend. The Hobie sailor and the solo
yachtsman are planning a joint campaign to win the Mauritius to Durban race in 
September. ,_6 /1e.J ,._ 4 It ~- n M~ 

Ferry sails off with trophy 
By DALE GRANGER . 

SOUTH AFRICA'S World · Hobie 16 champion, 
Shaun Ferry, has captured the South African 
'yachtsman of the year' award - the fifth time the 
prestigious trophy has been won by a Capetonian 
sailor in the past eight years. 

Ferry took the cup at the South African Yacht 
Racing Association prize-giving in Johannesburg on 
Friday night for his performance in winning the 
world title at Guadeloupe in the Caribbean last 
January and for a courageous effort in finishing 
sixth (sailing with a dislocated shoulder) in a fleet 
of680 catamaran:: in the lOOkm Rond-Om-Texel race 
in Holland in July. 1 

"I've been sailing since the age of 12 and after 18 
years of competing it means a lot winning this award 
and being associated with great South African sail
ors like John Martin, Bertie Reed and Geoff Meek," 
he said. 

Ferry will, however, have little chance to rest on 
his laurels as top international competition lies 
ahead starting with the inaugural world sailing 
championships in La Rochelle, France, in ·July. 
Being world champion qualified him for a special 
invitation and training starts in earnest in May. 

"I've realised my goal by winning the ·world ,title 

and I know I am as fast as anyone in the world but it 
won't be so easy in France. The guys will be watch
ing me and I won't just be able to slip in quietly and 
get on with it". · 

Keelboat racing also features prominantly in Fer
ry's plans. "My next goal after France is the Mauri
tius to Durban race, and to co-skipper Beluga (Lav
ranos-50) with John Martin. I won't always be at the -
top in Hobie sailing and I've moved to bigger boats 
in the past few months". 

Beluga, a phenomenal downwind performer 1-----
which Ferry, Martin and Gary Lyttle helmed in the 
HB Car Hire Admiral's Cup, is already being tipped 
among the (avourites to win the race. 

The Ferry/Martin combination stretches back to 
the early eighties when the Hobie sailor crewed for 
the famous single-hander but later he concentrated 
on Hobies, which culminated in his world cham
pionship success. 

Even as co-skipper, however, Ferry will have to 
take a back seat in the race as Martin's ocean racing 
experience will be the driving force. 

Ferry's sailing calender doesn't end in the Indian 
Ocean. Next up is the world's longest catamaran 
race, the 1 000 mile Hogs breath off Florida, USA, in 
October. 


