
Foul weather tests yachtsmen 
in Hout Bay keelboat regatta 

THE heavy rain and fog which 
covered the Cape last weekend 
almost resulted in the first days 
of the 1994 HB Car Hire Admirals 
Cup challenge having to be can
celled. 

This premier keelboat regatta 
being sailed out of Hout Bay at
tracted 42 entries again this year. 

A break in the weather late on 
Saturday allowed race officer Viv 
James to set the 15-mile medium 
distance course in a fresh 30 knot 
north-wester. 

The big boats revelled in the 
conditions and, from the start, 
the battle was on between title 
holder Jan Reuvers, sailing the 
immaculately turned out Sunday 
Times, and the impressive Beluga 
skippered by Shaun Ferry. 

As they tacked and counter 
tacked up to the firs t mark set 

well out to sea, the skippers had 
to revert to some accurate navi
gation when the ma rk disap
peared in the fog and rain. 

From the windward mark, in 
spite of the strong winds, all the 
boats set spinnakers and there 
were some of the most spectacu
lar broaches seen for years. · 

Reuvers' said ,they were surfing 
at speeds of 19.2 knots. 

In the fast downwind leg under 
spinnaker, the Simonis 35 "scat
terling" had an unexpected jibe. 
The boom hit skipper Alan Geet
ing on the head and opened a long 
gash. · 

Geeling was somersaulted into 
the cockpit and lay with blood 
pouring from the wound. 

The crew managed to stop the 
bleeding and then radfoed . the 

bridge boat for assistance. The 
NSRI station 8 in Hout Bay, who 
had been on standby. throughout 
the regatta, sent a boat with a 
medic. 

A medical team was on the 
quayside to meet the yacht when 
sh e returned to harbour . and 
Geeling was transferred to a lo
cal surgery where the wound was 
stitched. 

The second weekend of racing 
starts today, IOhOO, when the 
boats will tackle a 30-mile me
d uim distance race. The final 
round will be tomorrow with on.e 
olympic course sailed in the 
morning. 

The regatta remains wide open 
and the competition should get 
stiffer as the weekend draws to a 
close. · 


