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FLASHBACK: Skipper Mike Golding in Cape Town last 
year after winning the third leg of the British Steel Chal
lenge - also in the yacht Group 4 Securitas. 

PIETER MALAN 
Weekend Argus Reporter 

MIKE Golding, the single
handed sailor aiming to 
break a 23-year record for 
circumnavigating the 
world the "wrong way 
round" from east to west 
suffered a minor setback 
near the equator, breaking 
a spinnaker pole and tear
ing a sail. 

Luckily he will be able 
to continue his voyage 
aimed at breaking the non
stop record set by Chay 
Blyth in 1971. 

On Thursday his boat, 
Group 4 Securitas, suf
fered a knockdown in a 35 
knot squall, accompanied 
by rain and lightning. The 
yacht took in water 
through open hatches 
while on her side. 

In the struggle to right 
the boat, the spinnaker . 
pole broke and the sail 
was badly torn on the rag-

' 

ged edges of the smashed 
pole. 

Ironically Mr Golding 
had reported just the day 
before that he was ap
proaching the doldrums 
and that he suspected he 
was "coasting on the rem
nants of a breeze before 
the calm." 

"Every time the wind 
drops I ask myself, is this 
it - am I going to lan
guish here for the next few 
days?" he said. 

"The doldrum belt is of
ten not very wide - span
ning as little as two de
grees of latit ude or 120 
miles - somet imes the 
t~ade winds can punch 
r ight through it and pro
gress is scarcely interupt
ed. 

"At other times. sailing 
vessels can be caught for 
weeks in the searing heat 
of an oily calm." 

Today will be Mr Gol
ding's 140th day at sea 

record 
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SOLO SAILOR: Group Four Securitas with Mike Golding 
at the helm while sailing around Cape Point about two 
weeks ago. Mr Golding suffered a minor setback on 
Thursday when his spinnaker pole broke in a squall near 
the equator. 
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