
British ~ho~ their bulldog spirit 
IT'S the great British come
back as defending 505 World 
Champions Ian Barker and 
Tim Hancock staged a deter
mined fightback ·in the third 
round of the Durban Unlimited 
505 World Championships off
shore from Durban yesterday. 

In difficult conditions, the 
British pair, who won the title 
in Germany last year, showed 
the sailing style and determi
nation which won them the 
title. 

There was some consider
able position changing in the 
lightish and flukey south west
erly breeze offshore as the 
Brits fpught to br~ak the Aus- . 
tralian stranglehold on the 
championships. 

After a delayed start until 
the wind settled down, the 
Australian team of Chris and 
Darren Nicholson - the cur-
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rent leaders - took an early 
lead around the first mark fol

'lowed by Mark Upton-Brown 
and Martin Vooght of Great 
Britain and Barker and Han
cock. 

On the next reach however 
the Nicholsons and Upton
Brown and his crew stood too 
high and Barker was through. 

But the positions were re
versed on the reach and then 
reversed again as Barker and 
Hancock took the lead at the 
next mark. 

The British pair held on to 
their lead and, with some clev
er cover-tacking, sailed on to 
win by a comfortable 200 
metres. 

Though the British pair won 

convincingly, there was a bat
tle for the minor placings with 
the Danes Jorgen Schonheer 
and Michael Poulsen coming 
from fourth to take second 
place followed by Pre-Worlds 
winners Howard Hamlin and 
Cameron Lewis of America. 

Fourth place went to cur
rent overall leaders, the Ni
cholson brothers of Australia 
and who now have a six-point 
lead at the top of the fleet but 
with a field as competitive as 
this, anything can happen in 
the final three races. 

The best effort from a South 
African crew in the 41-strong 
fleet from eight countries, 
came from Rob Hancock and 
Alan Franklyn of Henley Mid
mar Yacht Club who were 10th 
yesterday and are now lying 
15th overall. 

See Weekend Scoreboard 


