
Shaw. 'We are not an elitist sport' 
SAILING'S image as an 

'-" elite white sport is about to 
be blown out of the water. 
Norman Sheriff reports 
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HE common perception that 

sailing· is a white, elitist sport is one 
which needs to be dispelled, says Point 
Yacht Club commodore Don Shaw. 

Shaw was speaking at the opening of 
the new Rl,6-million PYC clubhouse 
which was officially opened recently by 
Councillor Margaret Ambler-Moore. 

Shaw said in his address: "We have . 
to get back to grass roots level. One 
often gets the feedback that yachting is 
an elitist sport, but it really isn't be
cause for every keelboat out there and 
every 'larney' owner who spends a lot 
of money, or whose bank spends a lot of 
money, ih buying a boat there are six 
or seven ordinary people who crew 
on it and not one of them in their 
wildest dreams has the aspiration to 
own his own yacht, short of some mira
cle happening. 

"So one should dispel the idea of_ 
yachting being elitist and also the idea 
that yachting is a sport which is predo-

minantly white. Certainly it is not the 
kind of sport where you can take 22 
kids out onto a pitch, throw a leather 
ball at them and say , 'OK, kick it 
around and let's see how you go'. 

"Yachting is a field where there is a 
need for specialised equipment, specia
lised training and you do have to have 
certain skills before you can actually 
get going, but I do not accept that 
yachting is the preserve of whites, and 
blacks will never sail. That view is 
absolute nonsense and it is up to us to 
prove it wrong. 

"We have already started doing that 
and sponsored 12 black youngsters on a 
sailing training programme during De
cember. Some of those kids will surely 
be back. Unlike the soccer field exam
ple you do h~ve to be a little more se
lective in choosing people who will 
adapt to sailing, but I do believe this 
has to be a big effort in the new 
South Africa." 

Shaw also made an impassioned plea 
to the Durban City Council about the 
future tenure position of the PYC. 

fie said: "Point Yacht Club has and 
will continue to play its part in devel
oping and promoting the City of Dur
ban as a leading sports venue. In its 
natural facilities our City has a price
less asset - the sailing waters off 
Durban are ideal for competitive sport. 

DON SHAW 
PYC Commodore 

The J22 Internationals take place here 
in July this ;r.ear and the 505 and Fire
ball world championships follow in 
1994. These are but the forerunners of 
many - without a doubt Durban will 
be a sought after world sailing venue. 

"To enable PYC to perform its role 
in the promotion of our City it is essen
tial that we have the strength and com
fort of security of tenure of our main 
base. Our lease expires in the year 2002 
whereas the City's head lease from the 
Port continues until 2030. My plea, and 
we have already lodged application, is 
that our period of tenure be extended 
to 2030 so that we can get on with our 

main function without the concern that 
all we have invested here could be lost 
in a matter of a mere eight years." 

Commodore Shaw went on to speak 
of the PYC's beach site at Vetch's Pier, 
saying "I have already stated on nu
merous occasions that the site near 
the sand pumping station .allocated to 
the water sport clubs is totally unsuited , 
to the needs of yachting. In spite of the 
misinformed conception that yachts 
can be steered in any direction like 
motor boats and simply zigzag for fun, 
I don't need to tell you they can't. 

"A yacht launching from there in a 
north-easterly, which is one of our pre
vailing winds , would be launching 
straight into the wind and would end up 
against the north breakwater or back 
on the beach. Our beach clubhouse 
needs to stay as close as possible to 
where it is at the presefi time. Safe 
beach launching is an extremely scarce 
commodity on our shoreline . 

"Also, please take cognisance of the 
fact that if Durban aims to host the 
Olympic Games in the year 2004 there 
is only one place to site the yacht 
harbour and that is at Vetch's Pier. If 
commercial development takes over in 
that area to the exclusion of yachting 
we will have jeopardised ou'r chances 
for future major yachting events 
including the Olympic Games." 


