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SAILING in the All 
Africa Hobie Champion
ships at Hobie Beach was 
cancelled as Port Eliza
beth's famous wind blew 
with a vengeance yester
day, exceeding the event's 
25-knot wind strength 
limit for sailing·. 

But the fresh 20- to 30-
knot easterlies did not de
ter the international sail
ors who happily took the 
opportunity to head for 
Addo and some serious 
elephant spotting. 

Although a 40-knot 
south-easterly wind was 
forecast for yesterday, 
the meteorological office 
said this had not 
materialised but the 20- to 
30-knot easterlies streng
thened at times. 

Australians Steve 
Fields, David Brookes, 
Chris Hewitt and Dean 
Parker were undismayed 
by the wind and looking 
forward to seeing ele
phants in their natural 
habitat. 

Australian Hobie 16s 
champion · Fields, 31, a 
Hobie Cat dealer in Perth, 
Western Australia, is on 
his first visit to South 

HOBIE CHAMPS ... Australian Hobie 16r::pion Steve Fields (left) and felldw-Australian Dean Parker are competing in the All-Africa Hobie Championships at Hobie Beach this week. 
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Africa. He said yesterday 
he had only seen ele
phants in zoos before. 

Although he'd only been 
in the Friendly City a few 
days, Fields is already a 
big fan and determined to 
come back. 

"We stopped in Harare 
and Johannesburg on the 
way here and I was 

nimpressed. I was disap
oint~d '. with Africa in 
.eneral~but this (Port 
lizabe ) is totally dif

erent. 
"P~rl Eli.z abeth is 

reat. J'he people are 
eallfri?endly," he said. 

Echoibg his sentiment 
ustralian Hobie 14s 

hampion David Brookes, 

31, a photographer in 
Brisbane. e said he 
loved South Africa and 
Port Elizabe h. 

"The ho pitality is 
great; the people are 
friendly, and he racing is 
excellent." 

This was ookes's sec
ond visit to South Africa, 
having sailed in the 1991 

-

World Title at Club Myk
onos on the West Coast. 

Determined to do well 
because the Hobie 14s 
class winners qualify for 
the European champion
ships, he said jet lag was 
no excuse for his 10th 
place in Sunday's heats. 

The highlight of the 
visit to Port Elizabeth for 

Brookes and Fields would 
bethe forthcoming Splash 
Festival, they said. 

Another Port Elizabeth 
fan was Californian Erik 
Bjerring, whose Nordic 
name comes from having 
a Danish father and Sicil
ian mother. 

Bjerring, 22, on his fifth 
visit to South Africa, said 

the championships were 
"great fun" and the local 
sailors a "really friendly 
group". 

After a good start on 
Sunday, Bjerring said he 
had dropped from fifth to 
50th and had to fight his 
way back up to finish 25th, 
two seconds behind a fel
low Californian. 


