
Girl, 
tackles 
yacht r~ce 

By DALE GRANGER 
SHE's only 16 but already has her 
skipper's ticket - and will be 
tackling the rigging with the best 
of the rest in the Rothmans Cape-
to-Rio race. · 

Proud Std 8 Wynberg Girl's High 
pupil Debbie Robertson of Hout Bay 
will be the youngest female sailor in 
the ·Taee i mt already rates as' one-'11f 
the seasoned crew members of.the 16-
metre cruising ketch Windswift. 

Debbie has logged 3 000 miles since 
she first took to the seas with her 
sailing-mad father Tony at the age of 
nine. 

"I went to sea and I didn't get sea
sick but instead loved sailing so much 
that it was natural for me," Debbie 
said. 

Not content with just the Cape-to
Rio race, Debbie has already set her 
sights on sailing in the Whitbread 
Round-the-World race and on emulat
ing France's famous single-handed 
sailing woman Isabelle Autissier, by 
sailing in the BOC Challenge. 

Debbie's skipper, Deretk Lou wrens, 
who sailed Windswiflto both a handi
cap and line-honours victory in the 
tough Agulhas race with Debbie on
board as crew said that as a sailor she 
was "tops". 

"She is an emj getic, all-purpose 
utility sailor. La~ year her parents 
sent her on the s ipper local waters 
course and she w te and passed her 
examination without even telling an
yone,"Louwrens said. 

Debbie, whose father is also in the 
crew, said she would miss a month of 
schooling. "Even 1 the teachers are 
jealous," she laugned. 

Also in the 90-pojlt fleet heading for 
the finish line 3 ~miles away will be 
the first Royal N vy sailing team to 
sail in South Afri a in 17 years, 

Former Admir l's Cup winning 
skipper Command r Tony Highan of 
Portsmouth sailed both the 1971 and 
1973 Cape-to-Rio r ces and is charter
ing the local 13m oop, Three Jumps 
Ahead, in the rac 

"We are the fir t British military 
team to sail in Sout Africa in 17 years 
but it was a close all. We were only 
given the go-ahead nd backing of the 
Royal Navy Sailing ssociation on De
cember 8 and we h d to rush to get it 
all together," he s id. 

The only woman · n the Royal Navy 
team is Chief Petty Officer Vicki Bon
nett, of Hampshir 

"I've sailed wit them all before. 
They're used to m and I'm used' to 
them," CPO Bonnet said of her sailing 
companions. 

DAVID AND GOLIATH ... Aegis Insurance, the biggest yacht in the Cape-to-Rio race, took to 
Table Bay yesterday and flew past ttle Muira Julie 3, the smallest boat in the race. Picture: CEDRIC 
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