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HISTORY will be made 
at the Royal Cape Yacht 
Club today when it ce)S!
brates the first Cape to 
Rio race, 21 years ago, 
wi!ilt a reuni'on of .about 
U)O•people who sailed in 
Ure 'race or helped to or
ganise it. 

The yachting fraterni
ty will arrive from all 
over South Africa, re
calling memories of 1971 
when there were 59 

\
yachts from 16 countries 
at the start line in Cape 
\Town and South Africa 
·was being launched into 
\he forefront of interna
lional yachting. 

South Africa was then 
ompeting, for the first 

~
e, against world-fam

s yachtsmen who in
u d ed the brilliant 
:enchman Eric Tabar-
1 whom many experts 
scribed as "the great
t small-boat sailor of 
i time". 
;here was also Briton 
bin Knox-Johnston 

.Reunion to· celebrate 

who, with his co-skipper 
Leslie Williams, took 
line honours w'ith the 
British ketch Ocean Spir
it and romped home as 
the first boat to arrive in 
this first South Atlantic' 
crossing. 

But South Africa wa~ 
, not outdone and was the 
overall winner of the 
race with the Knysna
buil t Albatros 2 skip: 
pered by John Goodwin 
of Hout Bay. 

'Great days' 
On looking back, one 

might say "those were 
the days my fr iend " 
which yacht s men 
thought had gone for 
ever, but which wilL 
come back next year 
when the ·Rio race, in all 
its glory, opens up again. 

Nostalgic memories of 
those "great days" will 
be recalled by the gues,t 

speaker at the reunion 
today, Mr Roge r Wil
liams, a form~r Cape 
Times journalist · who 
w~s on board the guard
shi p SAS Tafelberg in ' 
that first historic battle 
to Rio. 

Williams recalls those 
days as if they were yes
terday when he Says: 
"This was the race which 
brought us world recog
nition in the yachting 
world. 

"And it was also a 
great event for Cape 
Town and it was estimat
ed that about 300 000 
people lined the coast
line to watch the start of 
this great international 
race. 

"An impressive . sight 
at the Royal Cape Yacht 
Club was the 16 flag
poles which had been 
erected and were flying 

the flags of the 16 coun
tries taking part. 

"The organisers will 
be happy to note that the 
flagpoles which have 
been standing like sen
tries for the last 21 years 
are still outside the 
yacht club and will be 
put into full use again 
for next year's Rio race. 

Dramatic 

" About 400 people 
took part in the 1971 race 
and many friendships 
were made among all 
countries." 

Williams added that 
there were some dramat
ic moments when ·he was 
on board the guardship. 

The sloop Sprinter, 
which was the· first boat 
to sail the South Atlantic 
with an all-women crew, 
Jost radio contact and 

th~ guardship Tafelberg 
conducted an intensive 
search but failed to find 
her. 

The skipper was Molly 
Warr and her husband 
Dr Ken Warr was skip
per of the Omuramba 
and the perils of the sea 
were facing this hus
band-and-wife. 

But it all ended well, 
said Williams, when the 
Brazilian air force spot
ted the Sprinter, a lone 
yacht about 200 miles 
from Rio. 

"The air force radioed 
the sail number SA 26 
and had given the mes
sage that all women on 
board were safe and had 
signalled so by hand

, waving and siren blasts. 

"It wa Dr Warr's idea 
to hold the 21st Rio anni
versary reunion and he 

I 

will ~ of course, have a lot 
to remembe'l- like the 
re"t of us.'~ 

Tough as teak 

A sad note, however, 
has come with the death 
of the whjte-beardedl 
Scotsman Jock Gray, , 
who worked on the slip- 1 

way at RCYC. 

He was a staunch 
hard -working typical 
yachting type, tough as 
teak, and looked after 
the flagpoles and flags 
during the Rio races. 

He was very proud of 
what he called "my poles 
and my ~flags" and he 
died in Durban last 
week. 
" Roger Williams said 

the club was hoping he 
would be able to attend 
the reunion of the Rio 
race for which he had 
worked so hard. 

"Arrangements were 
being made to fly him 

1 
from Durban - but sadly 
it was not to be." 

·But the flagpoles .and 
the flags will soon Qe 
flying again, which could 
be a silent tribute to the 
bearded little Scotsman 
who had such a big 
heart. 


