
NZ yachting , win 
annulled following . 
. skipper's Pt«!i~;L 

SAN DIEGO - New Zea
land's victory over Ita
ly's 11 Moro di Venezia 
in the America's Cup 
challenger finals was 
annulled early yester
day following Italian 
skipper Paul Cayard's 
protest. 

For Dennis Connor, it 
was another nice day off 
in San Diego after he 
fought back on Saturday 
in the defender finals by 
steering Stars and 
Stripes to its second 

-' wire-to-wire victory in 
three days. 

After a six-hour hear
~ng, an international 
Jury announced New 
Zealand's victory on 
Saturday would be an
nulled because the Ki-

-w-i.s did noh use . he 
bowsprit in accordance 
with conditions set forth 
by the challengers' or
ganising committee. 

That loss of the victory 
gave New Zealand a 3-1 
lead in the best-of-9 se
ries. The Kiwis need two 
more victories to clinch 
a spot in the America's 
Cup match. 

On Saturday, Cayard 
sat dejectedly at the 
wheel of 11 Moro di Ve
nezia as he watched a, 
huge lead dissolve in 
the dying wind on the ,,,,, . 

challenger course. New 
Zealand, which had tra
iled from the start, 
found enough wind to 
cross the line 2:38 ahead 
ofl1Moro. 

Cayard, who has vehe
mently opposed New 
Zealand's use of a bows
prit while flying, spin
nakers, raised a red 
technical protest flag 
and later filed a protest. 

It was the second vic
tory to be taken away 
from New Zealand. 

Stars and Stripes 
made a key move on the 
first leg and beat Bill 
Koch's America3 by 2 
minutes, 18 seconds to 
cut America3's lead to 4-
2 in the best-of-13 de
fender finals. 

The breeze died on 
the final leg of both 
courses, and Stars and 
Stripes literally rode 
the current across the 
finish line, to complete 
the eight-leg course in 3 
hours, 27 minutes, 30 
seconds. · 

11 Moro led New Zea
land by a whopping 4:20 
rounding the final wind
ward mark on Saturday. 
But the wind died off on 
the last leg even more 
than it did on the de
fender course. 

New Zealand skipper 

Rod Davis went out to · 
the left side of the 
course and found 
enough wind to make a 
6:58 swing and bob 
across the line first. 

New Zealand's \ 
elapsed time was 4:05:22 
- just 6:38 ahead of the I 
time limit. 

1 

One week earlier, the 1 

opening race of the de
fender final was aban
doned because neither 
yacht completed the 
first three legs in the 
time limit of 2 hours, 13 

. minutes. 
America3 was liter

ally dead in the water 
when the race was 
called. After falling be
hind 3-0 in the series, 
Conner sailed Stars and 
Stripes to a wire-to-wire 
victory on Thursday. 

Koch came back on 
Friday and .beat Conner 
by 3:31, a margin that 
was skewed because the 
wind fell off to three 
knots nearing the finish 
and Conner went off to 
the right side of the 
course hunting for a 
breeze. 

The series winners 
will meet in the 28th 
America's Cup match 
beginning on May 9. -
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