
The skipper of Affinity, Mr Leon Swanepoel, is on the extreme right. Next to him are the yacht's 
owners, Mr and Mrs Anton Clement. The crew in the background will be sailing in both the Da Gama f F 
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EL-built-~ yacht 
to co1Dpete in 
Cape-to-Rio 

by IAIN SCOTT 
EAST LONDON - A 
yacht built by an East 
London yachtsman, Mr 
Peter Roger-Lund, 
shortly before his death 
in a yachting accident 
off Durban in 1989 is to 
sail in the Cape-to-Rio 
event this year; 

The Roberts 53 yacht, 
Affinity, was built at a 
cost of R400 000, and 
bought in 1990 by an
other East London 
yachtsman, Mr Anton 
Clement. 

Mr Clement said this 
week the yacht had not 
been fully completed by 
Mr Roger-Lund, and he 

"had finished working-on 
the yacht after buying it 
from the estate. 

He said Mr Roger
Lund had taken 13 years 
to build the vessel. 

"I knew him quite 
well, and I'm still pals 
with his son, Hayden. He 
grew up with his father 
building that yacht and 
he never got a chance to 
ail on it with him. 
"Hayden will possibly 

.be sailing with us to Rio, 
so the saga continues, so 
to speak." 

Affinity would also be 
participating in the Wil-

bur Ellis da Gama race 
from Durban to East 
London at the beginning 
of next month to qualify 
for the Cape-to-Rio 
event, he said. ' 

The local branch · of 
National Converters In
dustries had sponsored 
the yacht for the race, he 
added. · 

"It's really nail-biting 
stuff, and I'm pretty ner
vous. This will be the 
first real test of the 
yacht's abilities. The 
Cape-to-Rio is a handi
cap event, if we make it 
and actually win here 
we'll have a perfect 
handicap." , · 

He said the . yachH 
would be skippeted by 
Mr Leon Swanepoel, a 
yachtsman with 14 years 
experience including 
three ocean crossings, 
four Vasco da Gama 
races and numerous 
other South African 
coastal races. 

The crew comprised 
another nine very ex
perienced people, in
cluding the former chief 
of the local National Sea 
Rescue Intitute, Mr 
Johnny Venter. 

Mr Clement said , the 
yacht would sail for Dur
ban tonight. 




