
J
D YACHTING: Solo yachtsman starts penultimate leg t 4 )i., 1 ~ 

StewarCI 'rusty' after three;:,month rest _ 
A FRUSTRATED Anthony 

- • Steward is cursing his three 
month rest .back in South 
Africa _while seeing out the 
hurricane season in Australia. 

His attempt to circum
navigate the globe in a 5,7 me
tre (19 foot) open boat, NCS 
Challenger, has been slow 
since he left Brisbane three 
weeks ago on his penultimate 

....... leg. "It looks like the three 
month rest made me forget 
that I am at the beck and call 

_, of nature," he said in a mes
sage from the M'Laba Yacht 
Club on the Eastern Austra-

_ , lian coast, which he is at
tempting to sail along at 
present. "This has to be the 
most frustrating time of my 
life' !., 

Strong winds in particular 
have hampered his progress 

- northwards towards Darwin. 
He was in Mooloolaba at the 
finish of the annual Sydney -

+- Mooloolaba yacht race where 
15 of the 42 starters retired, . 
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and one sunk, due to damage 
sustained in strong winds. 
"They broke masts and rud
ders as they fought the 50 
knot (93 km/h) winds and 
steep seas. Fortunately I was 
harbour-bound waiting for 
the weather to improve before 
starting my next leg, other
wise, I certainly would have 
had a rough ride and sus
tained damage," a relieved 
Steward said. 

However, his frustrations 
may be over as the weather is 
clearing and he expects to be 
on his way any day. "I need a 
good steady breeze to get me 
out of Mooloolaba and around 
Break Sea Point which is off 
Frazer Island. From then I'm 
into the open sea and at least 
making some progress to
wards Darwin" he said. 

He expects this leg up to 
Darwin to be one of the most 
testing, and tiring. of his voy-

age so far. "I am very nervous 
now that I've heard of all the 
boats that have been wrecked 
on the reefs in this area. 

But these are not my only 
obstacles. There are tides, .__ 
strong currents, shipping 
lanes and fishing trawlers to 
contend with, and as I have -
no engine to assist me in the 
light winds and strong cur
rents, the going could be a lit
tle tough," he said. 

No-one, let alone Steward, 
ever expected this trip to be 
easy, but so far he has adapt- _ 
ed to the almost impossible 
task with ease and overcome 
every obstacle that has pre- -
sented itself. Obviously cross
ing the Indian Ocean from 
Darwin to Durban non-stop, -
and setting a world record for 
the smallest boat to have ever 
done this 7 000 nautical mile 
passage, may just be easier 
than dodging the reefs and 
ships along the Australian -
East coast. 


