
Michelle Adey ... hoping to get 
boyfriend Ian to the Olympics. Picture 

by Patrick Mtolo. 
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M ICHELLE begins her day by 
scanning th~ Yellow Pages While her boyfrierntl, springbok yachtsman Ian Ainslie, sails 
for prospective sponsor~ - the high seas Michelle Adey a former teacher is channelling 

and then it's down to some senous ' . . . ' ' . 
negotiating. all her energy mto fmdmg sponsors to get him to the 

"I spend the whole day on the Olympics. She believes he's worth the effort . LOIS 
pJ:ione. Once you'~e made ~ontact KNOESEN spoke to her. 
with the compames, and if they 
agree for you to send them a pro
posal, I have to fax everything off 
to them." 

She's also sent out about 180 
letters and has so far received 
abou~ 10 replies. 

"All nos," she grimaces. 
But Michelle hopes the referen

dum "yes" will help change her 
luck. 

She has been campaigning for 
former mathematics teacher, Ian, 
since January, giving up part-time 
teaching herself, to concentrate on 
getting sponsorship. 

Michelle and Ian studied togeth
er, and her interest in yachting has 
grown to the extent that she has 
become a quite a yachtie herself. 

And the more she's seen of Ian's 
prowess, the more she believes he 
can make it internationally. 

She plans to go to Barcelona to 
see him compete, should her spon
sorship drive bear fruit. 

"When I was in Italy and Ger
many with him last year I could see 
how 'good he could be. He just 

needed to be given a chance. 
"You have to see how dedicated 

he is. He just dropped everything 
to try to make it." 

Michelle admits to attempting to 
stir up a little patriotism - after 
all, she says, South Africa has been 
excluded from the international 
arena for 20-odd years. 

And surely companies would en
joy seeing their logo flying on his 
sails at Barcelona? 

At present, Ian is trying to sail in 
regattas to qualify for the Olym
pics, but he requires a minimum of 
R60 000 to cover his expenses. 

He is surviving on sponsorship 
from Point Yacht Club and Medi
terranean Shipping Company. 

"He was sleeping in his old bat
tered car at one stage and it was 
really embarrassing driving on the 
German Autobahn - it was so 
slow," says Michelle. 

In fact, some swish German 
yachtsman took one look at a then
unruly Ian, his car and worn boat 
and commented: "Can this guy sail 

in a straight line?" 
. "I know a bit of German, so un
derstood what they were saying. I 
think they were really surprised 
that he could sail so well," says 
Michelle. 

And the Italians , she says, 
wouldn't dream of climbing into a 
boat with a mere scratch on it. 

"They all have professional 
coaches who even sail their boats 
to the starting line." 

Michelle hopes it will be a case of 
rags to riches for Ian, and that the 
offers will soon come pouring in. 

She's surviving herself at present 
on money she made while working 
overseas while Ian sailed. 

And if her sponsor-seeking drive 
fails? 

"I suppose I'll just have to get a 
normal nine to five job," she 
laughs. 

D Anyone willing to provide 
sponsorship for Ian can contact 
Michelle at 2iil 253873, or Derek or 
Wayne at 2iil 522295. 


