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JOHN . Martin has been 
invited by the Grinaker 
group to join Bertie Reed 
as co-skipper of Grinaker 
in the Transatlantic race 
from Newport to Tor
quay next month. 

The surprise announce
ment was made yesterday 
by Mr Tony McKeever, 
Reed's agent in Cape 
Town, who said the com
bination of Martin and 
Reed with Cape Town 
yachtsmen Jannie Reuv
ers and Rhett Goldswain 
as crew would be a win
ning combination for the 
gruelling race. 

'With · the two inter· 
nationally acclaimed solo 
skippers co-skippering 
they wilJ set up a chal
lenge which will be hard 
to beat by the rest of the 
fleet. ' 

The race begins on 
.May 20, a month ::fter 
the end of the BOC Chal
lenge. 

For Martin, still feeling 
S)'.chologjcally bruised 
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after having to abandon 
Allied Bank in the South
ern Ocean after striking 
an iceberg when he was· 
overalJ leader of the BOC 
challenge, the offer is a 
welcome surprise. 

Reed rescued Martin 
from his sinking yacht in 
February in an incredible 
display of seamanship 
and the pair . sailed 
together for 10 days until 
Martin was picked up by 
the Chilean Navy off 
Cape Horn. 

Martin said he was de
lighted , but his accep
tance would be subject to 
discussions with Allied 
Bank this week. 

'More than thanking 
Grinaker and Bertie 
Reed for the offer I can
not make any comment at 

this time ,' he said. 
He added however it 

would be a wonderful 
opportunity to sail with 
Reed for 'old times' sake. 
I would 1"eally enjoy it.' 

Reed told Mr 
McKeeve11 he would be 
very happy to have Mar
tin aboard·. 

Last year John Martin 
and his brother Ian 
smashed the mono-hull 
record for the·Transatlan
tic race on Allied Bank. 

Last week Martin was 
made yachtsman of the 
year'. 

Race headquarters 
have reported that at 
least 12 yachts will enter 
the BOC transatlantic 
challenge from Newport 
to Torquay. 


