
for honours Tight sailing 
in first leg of Dias race 
DURBAN - High in the 
North Atlantic Ocean 
there is a real needle 
match for first leg hon
ours in the net s 

by ht race be-
tween SAA Voortrekker 
II and Grinaker who are 
once again sailing 
within sight of each 
other with a mere two 
miles separating them. 

Grinaker is slightly 
closer to the finish with 
only 440 nautical miles 
to go. Both skippers will 
most certainly be push
ing their boats to the 
limit and sailing hard on 
the wind which will 
make conditions on 
.board very unpleasant. 

Further behind with 
896 nautical miles to go 
and putting in a late 
charge was Walon. Al
though ft is almost im
posible for her to take 
line honours, she could 
easily improve her 
handicap position and 
skipper Dave Abromo
witz will also be pushing 

his boat hard in a des
perate attempt to win 
the leg on handicap. 

To show just how 
close the racing is, Jascq 
has once again taken the 
overall handicap lead 
from N atfish Touch
wood. These two have 
been trading the overall 
handicap position daily 
since leaving St Helena. 

Unlike the tussle for 
line honours, they are 
not in sight of each 
other, so the crew have 
no yardstick by which to 
measure their perform
ance. It is merely a case 
of continuously sailing 
the boat to its maximum 
potential, something 
which is extremely diffi
cult to do 24 hours a day, 
with only a position on a 
chart by which to meas
ure one's performance. 

Spirit Of Sunpak, the 
only catamaran in the 
fleet, reported problems 
with her forestay on 
Saturday and had not 
yet reported her posit-

ion yesterday. Attempts 
by the duty yacht, Kings 
Tra~sport to contact her 
have so far failed. 

Corcoleum Shelley 
Anne has been pushed 
hard by skipper Gus 
Mostert of the South 
African Navy, as skipper 
of Kings Transport, 
Bobby Bongers said in a 
radio report yesterday, 
"she has popped up 10 
nautical ·mile astern of 
us". He also reported 
that IGI Insurance Gi• 
lana was fairly close, 
and the three were 
locked in a tight race. 

As the final tactics for 
the first leg finish are 
now being put into ac-
tion, some very close fin~ 
ishes are expected in 
the Azores. 

Positions : 
IMS Handicap Class: 1. Jasco 

Spirit Of St Gerard; 2. Natfish 
Touchwood; 3. Mikes Kitchen. 

Overall LinP. Honours: 1. Grin
aker; 2. SAA Voortrekker II; 3. 
Walon. - Sapa 
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