
50 top yachts for PE regatta 
By SAMANTHA 

BARTLETT 
MORE than 50 top racing 
yachts will be competing in 
the Opel Algoa Bay Chal
lenge, which begins in Port 
Elizabeth on Sunday. 

The Algoa Bay Yacht 
Club, the regatta hosts, 
have received 41 confirmed 
entries so far, but the club's 
commodore, Mr Ian Little
john, said several more en
tries were expected before 
the the first race. 

Confirmed entries in-

elude Cape Town-based 
Club Mykonos, a Simonis 53 
design which will be skip
pered by Springbok yachts
man Geoff Meek, and top 
Durban yacht Swimlion. 

Both yachts are compet
ing in the Vasco da Gama 
race from Durban to East 
London and will sail to PE 
directly afterwards to sail 
in the Algoa Bay Challenge. 

The DB2 design Cape 
Town yacht, Three Spears, 
twice Class 1 winners in the 
regatta, will be skippered 
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by Ted Byrne and will be 
ho~ing for a hat-trick. 

'This is the fourth year 
that we will be taking part 
in a regatta in PE. It is 
always a pleasure to sail 
here," he said. 

"The regattas are always 
well organised and · the 
Algoa Bay Yacht Club 
members go out of their 
way to make the sailors 
feel at home in a warm at
mosphere." 

Mr Byrne will be con
tinuing the family tradition 
set in the mid 1980s by 
bringing in five young crew 
members instead of "old 
salts". 

"For the Opel Algoa Bay 
Challenge I have recruited 
five Transvaal sailors and 
the average age of the crew 
will be about 23," he said. 

Another top Cape Town 
yacht taking part will be 
Schick, previously Gwaap, 
a Lavranos-designed half
tonner which is a well
known trophy winner in 
South African yacht racing. 

Other visitors include the 
Durban-based J27 entry, 

Donna Mia, Fourlove, the 
.Charger 33 from Knysna, 
Great Outdoors, an L26 
from the Transvaal and 
Kempston Hire, an L26 
from East London. 

At least 15 PE yachts 
will be competing, includ
ing a previous Class 1 win
ner, Williams Hunt Wings, a 
Charger 33 skippered by 
one of PE's most exper
ienced yachtsmen, Rod van 
der Weele. 

Six Dragonflies will take 
part in the regatta, which 
will be a first for PE. 

PE's hopes for a win in 
the keenly contested Farr 
38 class will be Chinook, 
helmed by owner Bill Lee, 
and Mirage, skippered by 
Chris Snijman. 

Their strongest chal
lenge should come from 
Cape Town Springbok J J 
Proveyeur, who will skip
per Madonna. 

Five Farr 38s have 
entered the regatta, four 
Chargers, four L26s, three 
Muiras, six Dragonflies 
five Buccaneers and tw~ 
J27s. 

The Cape Town-based 
yacht Three Spears in 
action in Algoa .Bay. 
The crew will going 
flat out to try to pull 
off a hat-trick victory 
in the annual regatta. 


