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PLANS to start races in rowing boats 
from Granger Bay to Robben Island -
a relic of the past - are in the pipe
line, and could begin as Table Bay's 
new harbour development scheme 
comes into operation. 

A prime mover behind the scheme 
is Mr Brian Lello, an expert on boats 
and sailing, and editor of SA Yachting 
magazine. 

He said that 
with the new de
velopments 
planned for the 
waterfront, it 
could be possible 
to have rowing 
boats on the 
scene once again. 

"We have al
ready rowed at 
Hout Bay and 
other areas, but 
are desperately 
in need of a shore 
base which 
would mean we 
wouldn't have to 
trail our boats 
around." BRIAN LELLO 

He said he 
knew about 20 men who were ex
tremely keen on the idea. They were 
not "random rowers" but used to row
ing at sea. 

Whalers 
"The port authorities have been 

very helpful and it is because they 
know we are serious and capable 
oarsmen that they have given us per
mission to row in Table Bay." 

The type of boats they will be using 
are mini-whalers. 

"A whaler is a large, heavy rowing 
boat which those who have served in 
the Navy will know only too well. They 
normally require a five-man crew. 

"Our boats are very nimble, with a 
crew of four with plenty of muscle 
power to tackle strong winds out at 
sea." 

Mr Lello stressed: "Rowing is a seri
ous business and rowers are not out 
for a 'jol' but are highly trained. We 
regularly row out for about 10 miles." 

He added that at present they have 
three boats, all 20-footers and are anx
ious to become shore based to prevent 
towing "headaches" with trailers. 
. "We would like visible rowing com
petitions again in Table Bay such as 
they had years ago. 

"We want to encourage keen rowers 
who don't mind the dangers of the sea. 
"It is the cheapest way to take to the 
sea and provides competition. 


