
Martin 
'going 
like the 

1 wind' 
Sr-~ c;;.lt- Lt - ~ ·own Correspondent 

CAPE TOWN - Spring
bok yachtsman and single
handed sailor John Martin 
has passed the Azores on 
his way to Plymouth 
where he and his brother 

1 · Ian will set out to tackle 
the double-handed Trans
A tlan tic Yacht Race in 
June. 

Expressing great satis
faction with his new yacht 
Allied Bank, Martin said 
he expected to reach his 

st destination next Thursday. 
H I "One of my eight autopi
a lots has broken down and 
:o I've had some small faults, 
1e but nothing serious," he 
m said in a radio interview 

through Porter's Head 
Radio yesterday. 

"The yacht is going very 
well. If I make Plymouth 
on Thursday, I would have 
cut two days from my 
winning time in the first 
leg of the last BOC from 
Newport. The distance is 
about the same. 

"The yacht was designed- ' 
to perform downwind, but 
I've noticed she is at least 
two knots faster upwind 
than V oortrekker II which 
is an upwind boat. 

"She's very easy to sail 
There is relatively little 
work for me to do. 

"I sit at the chart table 
reading and drinking cof
fee while the boat just 
goes." 

Martin left Cape Town 
about a month ago to sail 
his yacht to Plymouth for 
the start of the double
handed Trans-Atlantic 
Yaeht Race which starts 
on June 10. 

He tackled the voyage 
on his own as a qualifying 
sail for the BOC which 
starts in Newport in Sep
tember. 

"At the moment I'm 
sailing in about 15 to 30 
knots of wind at about 
eight knots. I left most of 
my sails in Cape Town for 
Ian to bring along. 

"The sails I have up at 
the moment are the 

1 cheaper delivery sails and 
I am not pushing the yacht 
very hard." 

Martin said he managed 
to get the yacht planing for 
20 minutes at a speed of 14 
knots in a true windspeed 
of 27 knots recently. 

Martin would have been 
at sea for about 40 days 
when he reaches Ply
mouth. 

"I'm going to take a 
week's holiday when I get 
there and after that Ian 
and I will take the boat out 
of the water to inspect it 
and clean the hull. 

"Then we'll start sailing 
together again to prepare 
for the race." 


