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aURBAN - Ill-luck hit 
, the lea · di~R oat 

in the ace 
y esterday as Na fish 
T9uchwood temporarily 
a bandoned the race to 
rush an injured crewman 
to~ Ascension. · 

The boat, skippered by 
Gerie Hegie of Cape 
Town, should reach the 
island today. 

-The boat, skippered by 
Gerie Hegie of Cape 
Town, shouM reach the 
isiand today. 

' • 

Injuries mar Touchwood challenge 
Crewman Immes de 

Beer of Cape Town was 
flung against a table dur
ing rough weather on 
Tuesday. · 

He later complained of 
numbness in his back and 
legs an.d Regie changed 
course for Ascension, 100 · 
nautical miles away. 

· It is the second mishap 
to hit the two leading 
handicap boats. Earlier 
this week three crewmen 

aboard Jasco Spirit of St 
Gerard, which was lying 
second, were thrown 
overboard during a 
broach. 

There was more drama 
when Bobbie Bongers, 
skipper of King's Trans
port, fell down a hatch 
and injured his legs. Al
though in great pain; he 
was back at the helm 
yesterday. 

At the Equator, Bertie 
Reed on Grinaker and 

Hanno Teuteberg on SAA 
Voortrekker 11 are fight
ing for the lead. 

Teuteber g yes terday 
sneaked ahead by a mile. 
The two boa ts are on 
identical course, with 
Reed only 12. miles due 
east of his riv al. 

Tlie leaders will soon 
enter the doldrums and 
skipper Dave Abro
mowitz on third-placed 
W alon said this would be 

his chance to make up 
·the 450-mile leeway on 
the front-runners. 

Abromowitz predicted 
yesterday that once in 
the doldrums the . two 
leading 18 m boats would 
''sit still". 

W alon has depleted her 
supply of gas, leaving the 
crew · to eat cold rations. I 
Spare gas cylinders on 1

1 
the Walon have no com-
patible connections. (~ 
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