
High.;.tech yachting factory opens in Durban 
Mike Peirson 

SPACE age technology 
has arrived in Durban with 
the opening of a new spar 
manufacturing factory. at 
Bay head. 

The move comes when 
interest in yac.hting is 
growing and the new plant, 
which cost national boat 
chandlers Wilbur Ellis 
RSOO 000 to set up, sholdd 
provide an initial annual 
turnover of about R2-mil
Iion. This is likely to more 
t~an double within two 
years. - Masts make up about ...,.._ .... ________________ _ 

13 percent of the total 
value of a yacht. 

The new factory._ We
spar, wil manufacture 
some of the world's most 
advanced masts and rig
ging at competitive prices 
while power-boaters and 

J ski-boaters will be provid
- ed with high quality stain

less steel marine products. 
"A lot of the local ma

terial is extruded here, but 
the problem of anodising is 
limited to Sm lengths 
which means masts have to 
be joined. Masts for larger 
craft have had to be im
ported in the past. We will 
still have to import these 

Working on a spar at the new factory: from left, Jannie Nienaber, 
Dave van der Spuy and Garth Hichens. 

sections, but the masts will 
now be assembled here " 
said Wilbur Eilis's yach't
ing department general 
manager, Nancy Pierce
Jones. 

Using the technology of 
three of the most advanced 
foternational spar-produc
ing companies, France
spar, Sparcraft and lso
mat, Wilbur Ellis will 
manufacture what it can of 
these components. Local 
content will increase as 
technology is acquired. 

Ms Pierce-Jones said 
that 'the growth in the 
South African sailing craft 
industry in the 1980s had 
been phenomenal and . the 
new operation was estab
lished not only to try and 
keep prices competitive, 
but also to keep up with 
the latest technology. 

Being the largest marine 
equipment supplier in the 
coun t ry, the company 
wante,d to expand its ser
vices which should bring in 
a nat~onal. return of R30-

million this year. 
The new plant will pro

duce about eight masts a 
month and with its own 
jetties offers yacht owners 
the only "sail-in" facility 
in the country. 

It is manned by a trio 
of experts. The technical 
department is the respon
sibility of qualified yacht 
designer Dave van der 
Spuy; production is head 
ed by Jannie Nienaber; 
and project management is 
in the hands of yachting 
ner~mtalitv Garth Hichens. ,__ 


