
'Sails away!' as 200 boats 
take to . water at Saldanha· 
By HENRI du PLESSIS 
Yachting Reporter 
PICTURESQUE Saldanha Bay 
will be the setting for this 
year's national and Western 
Province dinghy racing cham
pionships and, with about 200 
boats on the water, the action 
promises W be fast and furious. 

With all these boats, Easter 
Weekend on the famous, windy 
lagoon should be a colourful af
fair. 

In the national champion
ships, entrants in the Finn, 
Sprog, Fireball and GP14 class
es are expected from as far 
afield as the Transvaal. 

LATE ENTRIES 
The Western Province class

es include Tempo, Flying 
Dutchman, Extra, Sonnet, La
ser II, Mirror, Enterprise, 
Windsurfer, Optimist and Dab
chick entrants. 

Entries closed on Tuesday 
and a late entry fee is payable, 
says race organiser Peter Hall. 

In the Finn class, the favour
ites are Greg Davis, Ian Ains
lee, Ali Serristler anil Anthony 
Steward. 

Ainslee has recently been 
voted South African yachtsman 
of the Year. 

The class will see a new 
champion as the present one, 
Dave Collins, is sailing in the 
Dias Race. 

This weekend, the Finn Class 
hold their provincial champion
ships at Saldanha. 

The Sprogs will be dominat
ed by Stephen du Toit, Rick 
Nankin, Craig Richards and 
Joe de Kock. However, there is 
a large number of sailors 
showing good speed this sea
son. 

The Sprog provincial cham-

pionships will be held this 
weekend also, at Port Owen. 

Also expected in the Sprog 
line-up are Transvaal champi
on Terry Whyte and seasoned 
campaigner John Wright. 

Last year's Yachtsman of the 
Year and National Champion 
Rob de Vlieg seems set to take 
the honours again in the Fire
ball Class. 

TRAINING HARD 
De Vlieg and a strong Trans

vaal contingent face local 
Springboks Henry Fagan and 
Alex Voge, as weU as Greg 
Hall and Steve Golliker who 
have been putting in a lot of 
training this season. 

The GP14 class comes down 
to the Cape for the first time in 
many years with 13 entries 
from the Transvaal for their 
provincial championships this 
weekend at Saldanha Bay. 


