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Shiver me 
thnbers, an 
old lady's 
in front 
The grand old lady of South African 
yachting, Anchor Yeast Voortrekker, 
skippered by Rob Shelley, 1is believed 
to be leading the fleet in the 

. Bace from Cape Town to LisbOn. 
Latest position reports indicate the 

23-year-old navy racer - which in her 
day won virtually every offshore race 

' in this country - is now about 245 nau
tical miles ahead of her faster sister 
ship, SAA Voortrekker II, skippered by 
Lt Cmdr Hanno Teuteberg, after an in- ( 

' credible days's racing yesterday. 
However, race officials are puzzled 

at this dramatic turn. ,., 
It gives Anchor Yeast Voortrekker 

aD' average speed of 21 knots an hour 
over 24 hours - miraculous to say the 
least as winds appear to have died . to 
about eight k,nots. 

Third in the Open Class 
is Bertie Reed's Grin
aker, which has taken a 
more easterly course and 
is now lying fractionally 
behind SAA Voortrekker. 

But the fact that the 
wily Springbok skipper, 
who knows these waters 
well, has kept east must 
cause some concern for 
the bulk of the skippers 
who are following the 
north-west rhumb line to 
St Helena. 

Much of the fleet were 
yesterday . counting the 
cost of their damages 
from strong winds earlier 
this week. All four front
runners have damaged 
equipment with SAA 
Voortrekker 11 and Dave 
Abromowitz's Walon hav- 1 

ing broken spinnaker 
poles, Anchor Yeast 
Voortrekker a winch, 
Grinaker ripping a spin
naker and Cheers, skip
pered by Gideon Lam
precht, breaking her au
topilot. This is bad news 
for the 10 m Cheers - the 
smallest boat in the fleet 
- as they have only four 
people on board and will 
have to steer continuous-

' iy by hand.:. 
' That all four big boats 

suffered ' damage when 
flying spinnakers in 
heavy winds is an indica
tion of the intensity of the 
duel. But good news for [ 
Anchor Yeast Voor
trekker is that Grinaker 
has offered them spares 
for their wl.nal~•f 
reach St Helena - a fine · 
gesture from Bertie 

· Reed. 
1 

Also suffering some 
discomfort is the crew on 

, King's Transport, skip
pered by Bobby Bongers, 

' whose de-salinator has 
broken. The crew are on 
water rati9ns. 

The IMS Handicap 
Class fleet, racing for the 
prestigious Portnet Dias 
Trophy, is being led by 
Anchor Yeast Voor
trekker, followed by 
. Walon, SAA Voortrekker 
II and Natfish . Touch
wood, a Dutch boat skip
pered by Gerrie Hegie. 

First boats are expect
ed to reach St Helena ~O
day. 

STAR LATE 
6/4/90 


