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ALL yachts taking part in 
this year's Wilbur Ellis 
Da Gama Ocean Race will 
again have to make radio 
contact twice daily with a 
monitoring aircraft. 

The race starts in Durban 

on Thursday, April 27, and 
the first boats are expected to 
arrive in East London early 
on Friday night, depending 
on weather conditions. 

Boats will have to make 
. contact with the light aircraft 

between 7 30 a m and 8 30 a m 
and between 4 p m and 5 p m. 

The overflight of competi
tors was introduced after the 
tragic events of the 1984 race, 
when the race fleet was 
struck by a storm and an East 
London boat, Rubicon, sank 
and its five crew members 
were lost. 

Only one yacht finished the 
1984 race and the rest of the 
fleet either sank, were driven 
ashore or were badly dam
aged. 

Race secretary Mrs Nancy 
Pierce-Jones said that all 
yachts competing in the race 
were obliged to make radio 
contact with the 'eye-in-the
sky', which will be supported 
by an NSRI coastal watch. 

'We appreciate that race 
skippers are very reluctant to 
reveal their true positions, 
particularly if they are enjoy
ing the benefit of favourable 
currents and wind conditions, 
so radio contact will be con
fined to yacht call signs,' she 
said. 

Safety 
She said, however, that 

competitors must realise that 
the overflight was 'first and 
foremost a safety factor'. 

'The Transkei Wild Coast is 
not a coast that can be taken 
lightly and there are no safe 
harbours or havens between 
the start in Durban and the 
finish in East London,' she 
said. 

The announcement of the 
official placings in last year's 
race were delayed by the race 
committee until an inquiry 
had been conducted into the 
failure of one of the Durban 
yachts to make radio contact 
during the event. 

This year's competitors can 
expect similar investigations 
if they fail to meet the strict 
safety standards of the race. 

All yachts competing in the 
Wilbur Ellis Da Gama race 
this year must be made avail
able for inspection by race 
scrutineers this weekend and 
next weekend. 

Competitors from ports oth
er than Durban can make ar
rangements for their yachts to 
be inspected shortly before 
the start. 




