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Fay defies San Diego 
NEW Zealand's Ameri
ca's Cup boss Michael 
Fay defied arch-rivals 
San Diego Yacht Club 
today, vowing to press 
ahead with plans to de
fend sailing's most pres
tigious trophy despite 
legal action by the Cali
fornians. 

Hours earlier, San 
Diego announced they 
would appeal against a 
US Court ruling stripping 
the club of the trophy 
and handing it over to 
New Zealand's Mercury 
Bay Boating Club. 

Fay, a millionaire 
banker who chairs the 
New Zealand challenge, 
called on San Diego to 
give up the trophy and 
said a world champion
ship could be held off 
Auckland if court room 
battles held up a defence 
of the trophy itself. 

Asked what effect San 
Diego's decision would 
have on plans for the 
1991 defence, Fay told 
Radio New Zealand: "My 
initial reaction is that it 
won't affect them at 
all ... I think what we'll 
do is proceed with the 

plans for a regatta in 
1991." 

San Diego's Commo
dore Pat Goddard an
nounced yesterday that 
the club would appeal 
against the New York 
Supreme Court ruling 
that the Californians had 
violated America's Cups 
rules dating from the 
last century whan they 
beat off a Mercury Bay 
challenge last Septem
ber. 

San Diego, for the first 
time in Cup histo'ry , 
fielded a swift catama
ran which easily beat off 
Mercury Bay's huge 
monohull sloop in a se
ries which Judge Car
men Ciparick described 
as a gross mismatch. 

"If we're caught up in 
the legal system too long 
and if the appeal drags 
on then we'll have a look 
at the option perhaps of 
having a world champi
onship in 1991 and then 
we'd sail the Cup again a 
year later," said Fay. 

" I think in the short 
term San Diego are 
going to have to sign a 
transfer of the Cup over 
to Mercury Bay as the 

trustee. Once that hap
pens we can push ahead 
with planning the next 
Cup," said Fay. 

But San Diego have 
said they will hold on to 
the trophy while the ap
peal is heard. 

Fay called on the Cali
fornians to reconsider 
their appeal, which if 
successful will not only 
let them keep the Cup 
but also give them the 
lucrative right to stage 
the next challenge. 

"Like everyone else, 
they should be saying 
'enough is enough.' San 
Diego should play their 
role in restoring some 
dignity to one of sport's 
great competitions. The 
world will condemn San 
Diego for being poor 
sports and now bad 
losers." 

Economists estimate 
that the Cup is worth 
more than a billion dol
lars to the city that wins 
the right to stage a de
fence as wealthy yacht 
enthusiasts snap up 
prime property and go 
on a general spending 
spree. - Sapa-Reuter 
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