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Yachting Correspondent 
ONE OF THE BIGGEST surprises announced 
this week about: the Rio Race is that there will 
be no maximum limit for yachts taking part. 
They can be as big as they come, and one of the 
largest entries will be ·Blue Leopard - a 180-
ton British yacht. 

This giant, and probably 
most imposing of yachts, 
belongs to the English in
dustrial'ist, Mr . Molins. She is 
capable of about 15 knots to 
windward . This race is r eally 
getting to spectacular size :___ 
there will be about 85 yachts 
ranging from just under 30ft. 
long to nearly 150 ft. Cariad II 
of Durban now stands a 
definite chance of entering. 

The Cape To•wn organisers· 
have a t last released the final 
conditions and requirements 
for the Rio Race in a booklet 

which is be ing distributed to 
all interested parties this week. 

Under the heading "Com
pulsory Equipment" is quite an 
expensive list of items. 
Instructions are - "the equip
ment is compulsory, and in ad
dition it is strongly r ecom
mended that every. yacht carry 
emergency r eplacements and 
repai r equipment, s p a re 
turnbuckles. shackles, blocks, 
soft wood plug·s, etc." 

The compulsory items are: 
Two compasses; charts and 
navigational equipment; radar 

THIS pure gold and silver fioati ng trophy will be awarded 
t he winner of the Cape Tow:n t o Rio de Janei ro yacht race, 
and any other future _yac hti ng events of the same ca.libre. 

reflectors; life l ines; life raft ; 
dinghies; lifebuoys; ballas t 
float ; life jacket; s a f e t y 
harn ess; fir st aid kit; two fire. 
extinguishers ; b ilge pumps; 
fog signal; rigging cutter; 
torches; Aldis lamp; anchor; 
chain.s and warps. That's just 
to mention a few. 

* * * 
.JOHN GODWIN, of Cape 
'.rown, has just got back from 
the ·West Indies, and while 
there he came across the 73 ft. 
Austrian yacht, Boleiro, which 
is making her leisurely way to 
Cape Town for the Rio event. 
At one time this was one of 
the top class yachts hi the 
American ocean racing fleet, 
and she has just won a race 
around Granada. 

* * * 
IN DURBAN again , Mr. Jimmy 

· Whittle has come · up with an 

urban today, but with alteration, Mr. Jimmy Whittle sees this yacht as a good contender for the 
Rio Race. 

idea. Why doesn't someone 
consider enter ing Snowgoose 
in this Rio race? 

"I think she wou.Jd really 
hold her own as a racer," said 
Mr. Whti ttle, "and at a pr ice 'of 
R15 000 tJh is boat is a ba rga,in." 
He said with refinements, 
Snowgoose was fas t - "very 
fast indeed; her sister is one ·of 
the cham.p·ion racing yachts on 
the Clyde." 

Snowgoose was designed by 
Alfred Mylne, one of the 
world's fiinest naval architects. 

.. * * 
AFTER placing fifth ill the 
Lipton Cup event in Cape 
Town earlie~ this month, Mr. 
;\Vhittle is once again "hooked" c 

n sailing. He had said that he 
would be r etiriing from the 
yachting scene after the 1970 
Lip<ton Cup, "but I just can't." 
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His latest idea is to import 
yet another 30 square fr.om 
Sweden, and thus swell the 
fleet to eight. It means of 
course that Swn Rose will once 
again be back on the market 
. . . making it the fourth or 
possibly fifth time that Mr. 
Whittle has sold this yacht. 

* * * 
AN ALL-out e ffort is going to 
be made fro m now on to firmly 
channel the number of classes 
01f dinghies r acing in Durban. 
A survey has shown that in 
1954, out M 145 boats, nearly 
100, of t hem were into seven 
classes. Today, however, there 
are 230 boats on the hard, and 
the class number h:>s risen 
S'harp1ly to 16. 

This t remendous fragmen· 
tation, and ,splinter groups of 
ya·chts is having a very poor 

effect on Natal's challenge and 
racing standards. 

The president of N.Y.A., Mr. 
Guy Reynolds has appeal ed to 
Natal yacht clubs to return 
their reports on the schedule 
of boats on their premises. The 
request went out on March 8, 
and there have still been .no 
replies. Until these reports 
have been returned, it 'will be 
difficult to assess the pro
gramme for the many classes 
t'hat exist in Natal. 

* * * 
THE famous y a c Ii t i n g 
photographer, Frank Beker, of 
Cowes died at his home in 
England last Saturday. He was 
90 years old. I understand _t,hat 
his son, Keith Beker, will con· 
tiuue with publishing the 
famous yachting photographic 
book. 


