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Dilip Donde aboard the Mhadei after completing the penultimate leg of his solo circumnavigation . 

. Seaman: sails close to record 
MASOOD BOOMGAARD 

ABOUT 3 600 nautical miles 
out in the Atlantic Ocean on 
March 1, a lone sailor set sail 
for African shores, braving 
extreme cold and gale-force 
winds in his small yacht. 

Finally this week Comman
der Dilip Donde of the Indian 
Navy sailed into Cape Town 
harbour aboard the. Indian 
·Navy sailing vessel Mhadei, 
completing the penultimate leg 
of an epic journey that has 
already seen him cover 16 200 
miles across the globe. 

Should he complete his final 
voyage from Cape Town to 
Mumbai, he .'will be the first 
Indian to solo circumnavigate 
the globe and join an elite 
group of explorer-adventurers 
to complete the feat. 

Circumnavigation entails 
going round the globe in a 

route that starts and ends in 
the same port, crossing all the 
meridians at least once and the 
equator at least twice; 

The distance covered should 
be more than the length 
of a meridian, 21 600 nautical 
milesi and the boat ·should 
not pass through any canals 
or straits, where use of engines 
or towing would be unavoid
able. 

Most importantly, the sailor 
is required to round the three 
Great Capes - Cape Leeuwin, 
Australia, Cape Horn, South 
America and the Cape of Good 
Hope, South Africa. 

Circumnavigation is consid
ered extremely daunting 
b~cau~e sailors encounter the 
harshest of climatic conditions 
and treacherous seas. 

And for Donde the journey 
has not been all .smooth sailing. 

"It has its share of difficul-

ties. If it didn't, lots of people 
would be doing it," said Donde, 
who made a brief visit to Dur
ban this week to address a gath
ering at the Durban University 
of Technology. 

"It's be.en . mostly good 
though. 

"I would have to say the 
roughest ·seas I encountered 
thus far have been between 
Australia and New Zealand. 

"But it's all ·part of the 
excitement of the journey," he 
added. · 

Donde began the sagar 
parikrama (circumnavigation 
by sea in Hindi), in August last 
year and has completed three
quarters of the journey thus 
far. ' 

Donde will. be enjoying the 
African sun for a few days 
before embarking on the final 
leg of his journey, a 40-day 
voyage home to Muml;lai. 


