
1111 

$h0sholoza flies flag 
With no SA backing· 
Yacht team heads into final rounds of America's Cup 

IENRI DU PLESSIS 

A SOUTH AFRICAN sports 
team is heading into the final 
rounds of one of the world's 
greatest spor:ts events and 
performing well - without 
any South African financial 
backing. 

A large international 
company of South African 
origin that turned the team's 
request for sponsorship 
down, later offered it to the 
Swedish team through its 
London office. 

Team Shosholoza, South 
Africa's first foray into the 
America's Cup, has one of 
the smallest budgets of the 12 
teams involved in the 
contest, and all of that 
budget has com~ from two 
large foreign companies. 

The Mediterranean 
Shipping Company of Italy, 
its cruise liner division and 
the German electronics and 
teleeom company T-Systems 
have been the mainstay of 
the South African team, but 
no South African 
corporation has seen fit to. 
offer suppor t. And it is not 
for a lack of effort on the part 
of theteam. 

"I think there are two 
reasons whySouth African 
corporations are not 
supporting the team," said 

· team director Captain 
Salvatore Sarno. 

"The first is that 
corporate South Africa just 
does not realise how big the 
America's Cup contest is, 
and the second is that they 
still see sailing as elitist." 

Sarno, who is the head of 
the Mediterranean Shipping 
Company in South Africa, 
said local corporations did 
not realise that the 
America's Cup was not just a 
yacht race; but a huge 
international showcase for 
the industrial and economic 
prowess of the countries 
represented in the contest. 

"Shosholciza is not just a 
boat, it is South Africa," 
Sarno said. 

"Our flag is always flying 
proudly at an event watched 
by millions over a period of 
three years, as the contest 
develops. It is an opportunity 
for the country'to show off 
its abilij?Y to perform at the 
highest end of technology. 
But the support from South 
African corporations has 
just not materialised." 

Sarno said the team had a· 
small budget which was not 
enough but wa~ used wisely, 

He said the Qnly for m of 
fmancial support from South 
Africa had come as small 
amounts from individuals 

t1S '~ /-i.641 IH>~ v5 
who valued the team's efforts would be "humble, with 
and were excited by the dignity". He added: "We will 
team's participation in the do things in moderation and 
America's Cup. spend our little bit well. 

Shosholoza crew boss Unless a catastrophe 
Paul Standbridge said the happens, I am confident we 
team refused to use the lack will get into the last four." 
of money as an excuse. · The America's Cup is 

"We have a certain contested over three to four 
amount and, yes, if we had years, depending on the 
more, we would have done challenge issued by the cup · 
better. But as things stand, holders at the time. 
we are already doing well It is preceded by the Louis 
and we are confident we Vuitton Act series of races 
will continue to do so," he ,,,... --an"""Cl"'"'the tmat~ifl'.01t---
said. 1 Cup contest, during which\ 

"We will have enough to contestants are knocked out 
do what we need to do when, to leave a single challenger to 
the last series of races come the cup holder. 
up. Our biggest problem is ' Swiss team Alinghi won 
that we cannot use our best the America's Cup in 2001 
equipment for practising." and chose to defend it in the 

Craig Middleton, waters off Valencia in Spain. 
commodore of the team's The America's Cup was 
home base and challenge named after the first boat to 
club, the Royal Cape Yacht win it, the schooner 
Club, said he could not America, in 1853. · 
understand the lack of America's Cup races are 
enthusiasm among South one·on-one events during 
African corporations. which yachtS use 

"It would have been complicated manoeuvres to 
wonderful if our team had outwit each other at the start 
more funding," he said. ·line, before racing along a 

"It would have been pre-set course marked by 
fantastic if it was truly marker buoys. 
South African backing, but :: This year's fmal.race, in 
obviously we are very · ·· June, will be the 32nd time 
grateful for the support we the contest is held. The final 
have." knock-out rounds take place 

Sarno said the team from late next month. 


