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in the Ii ·e of duty 
Quick-thinking navigator ju'st manages to grab 
'man-overboard' computer '. as it sinks into the Med 

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

HEROIC antics in the Mediterranean 
off Valencia, Spain, this week by 
navigator Marc Lagesse saved Team 
Shosholoza some R80 000 of spe
Cialised computer equipment after 
the boat's black box was accidentally . 
knoclced overboard during a' training 
manoeuvre. 

In the trade the computer is known 
as a "deckman" and is custom
designed for hi-tech America's Cup 
class racing. It contains more than 
two years of research and personal 
programming to enable Lagesse to 
provide the skipper, helmsman and 
tactician with vital data relating to 
wind speed and direction, currents 
and distances - all critical in win
ning or losing. 

The affable Lagesse, who is often 
the butt of hilarity becausP. of his 
endearing ability to tell stories at his 
own expense, says there was "no way 
he was going to lose it to the murky 
depths". 

The team were out in the bay off 
Valencia, practising hard on 
Shosholoza RSA 83. 

"We were doing some pre-start ac
celeration tests. Pretty standard 
stuff, head into the wind, stop the 
boat, sail backward and then try to 

f, be~ away and accelerate to speed 
agam. 

"David Rae, our mainsheet trim
mer, decided to try a new technique 
and somehow the mainsheet got 
wrapped around my computer stand 
and ripped it off. 

"What you need to understand is 

that it had just taken me three days to 
custom-make this little computer 
stand. It was a real work of art- even 
if I say it myself. So I was staring at 
where it should have been. Suddenly I 
realised the black box was gone as 
well. Panic! ,, 

"I can't recall m~h else, but the 
next thing I knlilv I was flying 
through the air aft& it. The boys say 
that if I had been at the Common
wealth Games I would have scored 
eight out of IO for technical merit in 

'The boys say that if I 
had been at the 
Commonwealth 
Games I would have 
scored eight out of 10 
for technical merit 
in the diving' 

the diving. I hit the water, dived as 
deep as I could and just managed to 
grasp the computer handle. 

"I would guess it had already sank 
at least 3m and we wete sailing in 30m 
of water so it would h~e been lost for 
sure." 

John Spilhaus of V · ersdorp, who 
was on board moni ring the hy
draulics, said he couldn't believe 
Lagesse's quick action as initially the 
look on his face seemed to say: "Oh, 
well that's gone." 

Grinder Shaun Pammenter of Dur
ban said it happened so fast that all 
he saw was a "neat splash" as 
Lagesse disappeared into the ocean. 

"Next minute we saw a beaming 
Marc holding the computer above his 
head and madly treading water. We 
all gave him a roar of applause after 
the tender picked him up and brought 
him to the boat," said Painmenter. 

The team's managing director, 
captain Salvatore Sarno, who was 
also out sailing with the team, said: 

"I was right there close to him and 
what he did took us completely by 
surprise. And then it was absolutely 
unexpected to see him resurfacing 
with the computer in his hand. Now 
that is Shosholoza. Only a South 
African could do what he did. And he 
is a big man - about lOOkg and 1.9m 
tall. 

"Consider too, that after this in
cident we stayed out at sea and con
tinued to train for a couple of hours. 
Marc soon started to feel the.freezing 
air and was shivering like a baby. 

"But he never complained. It is 
these kinds of things that push me to 
go ahead with this campaign in spite 
of economic difficulties," said Sarno 

Lagesse said the computer, which 
is marketed as "waterproof', just 
needed a freshwater-rinse and new 
batteries. . 

"It is in fine form again and ready 
to race. The bad news is that every 
time we lose something overboard, 
they'll call me to dive for it. I'll have 
to put a stop to that. And by the way, 
we no longer use David Rae's new 
technique." SAVED FROM THE SEA: Marc Lagesse with the\SllOsholoza black box' 


