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LULAMA ZENZILE 
Old salt: Guy Bernardin aboard Spray of St Briac, based on a 200-year-old design, at t~lllJ-·ilitil1fltle'lub dtlring his attempt to sail around the world. 
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Ocean odysse~ in wake of yesteryear's hero 
. -i.'2. h )"'MO' lt-fUu ~ . · 

THE BOAT is of a 200-year
old design and the man 
is 62. Together, they have 
tackled a voyage that has 
beaten young people on new 
boats. 

Veteran French yachtsman 
Guy Bernardin has set out 
to follow in the footsteps of 
the man he holds in the 
highest esteem, the leg
endary Joshua Slocum. 

And the boat he is sailing 
is an almost exact replica of 
the boat Slocum used when 
he sailed around the world 
in a gaff-rigged yawl called 
Spray from 1895 to 1898. 

Slocum is believed to have 
been the first person to sail 
around the world alone, tak
ing three years to complete 
his voyage. . 

Cape Town was one of his 
stops and, while he was 
here, he had the opportunity 
to meet the then president of 
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the Transvaal Republic, Paul 
Kruger. 

Bernardin arrived in Cape 
Town on Friday after an 
arduous voyage from Vendee 
in France that included a 
much-needed stop in Walvis 
Bay to repair broken chain 
plates on his yacht's star
board side. 

Now he's wondering 
whether he'll perhaps have 
the honour of meeting South 
African president Thabo 
Mbeki. . 

"My first motivation for 
this voyage was to see if I 
could sail this boat around 
the world alone, in honour of 
Slocum. I have done it before 
with my family aboard. My 
son was six years old at the 

time," Bernardin explained. 
"This time, I am going 

around the opposite way to 
what Slocum did it. When I 
sailed with my family, we 
followed in his footsteps. 

"I had hoped to do this voy
age non-stop, but I encoun
tered very bad weather, a 
strong south-easter, when I 
was about 500 miles from 
Cape Town and I was blown 
a long way back. 

"I also had the damage to 
the chain plates and I could 
not tack, so I had to go to 
Walvis Bay for repairs." 

Bernardin is a highly expe
rienced ocean racer who 
completed the first two BOC 
Challenge round-the-world 
races in 1982 and 1986 as well 
as the non-stop Vendee 
Globe race in 1988 in modern 
racing boats. 

But he believes that his 
Spray of St Briac, named 

after Slocum's boat and the 
seaport town in France 
where he (Bernardin) grew 
up, is the best. . 

"She was built by an Amer
ican, George Maynard, 30 
years ago, so she is not new. 
He took the lines directly 
out of Slocum's book and 

'South-easter 
blew me a 

long way back' 

built the boat according to 
that. He even had the same 
steering wheel and the same 
windlass made, interesting
ly, by the same foundry that 
made it for Slocum. 

"The boat is of a design 
that was common as far back 

as 200 years. She is made of 
oak and Virginia pine, the 
same woods used in the con
struction of the original 
Spray." 

Now in Cape Town, Spray 
of St Briac will wait out the 
winter in the safety of the 
Royal Cape Yacht Club. 

Bernardin hopes to contin
ue his voyage to New 
Zealand in November, where 
he will wait for favourable 
conditions to round Cape 
Horn for the seventh time 
in his long sailing career. 

Then he will return to Cape 
Town, a stop he sees as the 
real completion of his :.:ir
cumnavigation. 

"There is no place like 
Cape Town. It is a wonderful 
city with a great maritime 
history," he said. 

"And, who knows, maybe I 
will meet President Mbeki." 
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