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IGSAAN SALIE 

ry·. :ACHTS~eaning 
· ~er the gun-
, wales of their sailing 

dinghies to get the best 
performance out of their small 
·craft may not be an uncommon 
sight at the Simon's Town naval 
base. But when the skippers are 
only 12 it makes for some inter
esting sailing and watching. 

These young sailors may not 
yet be ready to challenge for the 
America's Cup, but their hearts 
are definitely in the right place. 

They attend the MSC Foun
dation for Youth ·at Simon's 
Town, a sailing training school 
which will produce up to seven 
of the development sailors· for 
South Africa's America's Cup 
challenge team. 
· Two weeks ago, South Africa 

announced it planned to mount 
a challenge for the 153-yel,IT-old 
yachting trophy. 

School co-ordinator Ian Ains-, 

lie is a South African Olympic 
sailor and member · of the 
America's Cup crew. He has 
been tasked with finding devel
opment sailors for the crew. 

"My mission is to work . on 
finding and training a develop
ment team for the challenge. 
There is a 17-man crew and I 
want at least six development 
guys on board. 

"That is a really tough call," 
he said. 

Ainslie said the applicants 
need not come through his 
school and any sailors who 
believed they had the necessary 
skills and strength and were fit 
could apply. 

Marcello Burricks has been 
selected already.l"I've been sail
ing since 1999 and I've already 
done five Lipton Cups. I was on 
the return trip of a boat in the 
Cape to Rio 2000 and have par
ticipated in most of the local 
regattas," he saitl. · 
· "I enjoy sailing and am very 

fortUnate to be offered 
tract, because it opens 
doors for me. There m 
chance that I could get 
tract with a foreign ti 
even sail overseas," he sai . 

Ainslie said: "I starte this 
school. with a friend in 2 1 and 
initially ran it one day , week 
just for fun, with the s kids 
and kids from underpri eged 
communities from aroun here. 
Finally, after getting som spon
sorship, I started doing ·t full 
tim " e. 

The school is open six 
week and the pupils ha~ from 
Red Hill, Ocean View, K mme-
tjie and Simon's Town some 
even from as far afi d as 
Strandfontein. 

The navy lent the sch<Jol six 
yachts for the budding sailors to 
use. 

"Some have been sa~· g for 
close on two years now ha. ve 
won most of the local re atlas. 
Some of them are in e top 

SAILING SCHOOL co-ordinator Ian Ainslie helps his young charges, Marshall Flanigan and 
Asenathi Jim, get the hang of sailing a Bosun dinghy at Simon's Town 

third of the national crews," 
Ainslie said. 

The school has produced 
many champions of local regat
tas. Some were recently victori
ous in the . Marine Aquatic 

Club's 24-hour yacht race and 
the Mirror national champi
onships in boats they built 
'themselves. · 

Nine-year-old Luthando 
Terreblanche is passionate 
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about sailing and busies himself 
with getting his vessel ready for 
the water during his weekly 
visit to the sailing school. 

"One day I will race and I will 
win," he said. 


