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Plain sailing: old man of the sea Mike Cornah, his wife Wendy, left, family friend Lauren, sons Jonty and Anthony and the family sea dog 
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Daring to dream: family sets sail for the seven seas 

Messing about on boats: 
led to voyage of a lifetinte 
WILLEM STEENKAMF> 

SOME people live to dream, while others 
live the dream. 

Mike Cornah, 52, falls very much into the 
second category. 

This week, we caught up with Mike while 
he was taking on victuals for his twin-hulled 
catamaran at the Royal Cape Yacht Club in 
preparation for a trip to St Helena and · 
onwards to Brazil. 

For years, Mike owned his own sawmill in 
the hills ofKnysna. But he always held on to 

his dream of sailing the Seven Seas. 
So he started building boats in his spare 

time. First small ones , then bigger ones. 
Along the way he also learnt to sail. 
· And, because he loved the craft of build· 

ing good boats (and people could clearly see 
the love that went into his ~rrw~ 
sels), there was always a wil n uyer 
ready to snap up one of his boats. 
. Two years ago, Mike took on his biggest 
project yet. With his two sons, Jonty, 20, and 
Anthony, 26, he started building a 14-metre 
catamaran. 
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This was the boat that would give wings to 
their dream of sailing away. 

It took the three men 15 months to finish 
the popular James Wharran design. Then · 
they packed up and set sail for Cape Town 
on the first leg of their journey. 

ike's wife, Wendy, safs'bt1ilcling boats 
sailing Them had en a part of her 

band's life for many a year - and is now part · 
of all of their lives. 

"There has never been a dull moment. We 
have led a very interesting life and we all 
look forward to the big adventure," she said. 




