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Sailing 
officials 

l 6h )\OA1J are ,..,~,, ... '( 
a joke 
RICHARD CROCKETI 

IT appears my comments about 
the South African team sailing in 
the ISAF world championships in 
Dubai were construed by some, 
and in particular the chairman of 
the SA Yacht Racing Association, 
as being negative. 

The truth of the matter is that 
our team in Dubai did not fare as 
well as it may have, and part of 
this has to do with the sport's 
administrators, as well as the 
team members themselves. The 
administrators could not agree, 
until the last minute, .that they 
should even send a manager and 
coach for a team of over 30 
competitors. Some did not think 
it was necessary, while some 
sailors would not compete 
because they were not sponsored. 

This attittide is detrimental to 
the development of the sport as a 
whole, and even more galling 
when people won't represent their 
country because there is no 
sponsorship available. 

Also, for an organisation like 
the SAYRA to seriously think that 
they can attract big league 
sponsors to the sport when they 
do absolutely nothing to market 
themselves, is a joke. 

In the last ISAF world 
Championships, South Africa 
won more medals than any other 
country, and my point last week 
was that the attitude of some of 
the.administrators and 
competitors was not conducive to 
a similar perfonnance this time. 
South African multihull sailors 
have for many years been 
considered as one of the top 
multihull sailing nations in the 
world, and our multihull sailors 
proved this last week in Dubai by 
winning both multihull divisions. 

The women's team of Inge 
Schabort and Gillian Anley led 
the fleet from start to finish in•the 
lb.race series,Jo..JYID~e 
while in the open multihull "'· , 
division, the team of Shaun Ferry 
and Alison Lewis came from 
behind in the latter part of the 
regatta to clinch the world title. 
These were exceptional results, 
but details on how they achieved 
them is anyone's guess. 


