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SAii.iNG BEAUTY ... Waitress Melanie Allers, , o Port Elizabeth, will hit thie high seas In the Continen
tal Challenge. Entrants In the regatta will include a Cape-to-Rio winner. Picture: Gaynor Noyce 

By SAMANTHA SMITH 

PORT Elizabeth's beach· 
front will explode into an 
extravaganza of colour at 
the Easter weekend with the 
EP Herald's sizzling fire· 
works display off Shark 
Rock Pier at Hobie Beach. 

J,he R25 000 display, 
w~ich forms . part of the 
Splash festival, has been de
scribed by organisers Tour
ism Port Elizabeth as the 
city's best yet, with several 
unusual and dramatic dis
plays planned. 

The show, at 7.45pm on 
April 6, will be one of the 
highlights of the sixth an· 
nual Splash Festival, which 

• last year drew an incredible 
250 000 people. 

The Splash Festival will 
be held from April 5 to 8, 
and will have an inter· 
natron ar flavour,-wrtn 
competitiors from several 
countries competing in the 
International Surf Iron Man 
and flags event, also on Sat
urday April 6. A glittering 
fahion show is on in the 
evening. 

An impressive water
sports programme is 

, ., p~anned, which will include 
the SA Development Surfing 

Sporting Easter's 
f~r,~~ork OP,!!.1~t .. 
Championships, the Conti
nen'tal Challenge National 
Sailing Regatta, SA trials 
waveskiing, surf rescue dis
plays, a longboard chal
lenge, jetskiing and rubber
ducking. 

The regatta organisers 
expect more than last year's 
43 entries. 

In a first for Port Eliza
beth, the festive weekend 
will also see surfskis and 
paddleskis take to the water 
for the Algoa Bay crossing. 
- Spectators will have a 
chance to see Cape Town's 
spectacular Renfreight 
Irish Mist, which went on to 
win the Cape-to-Rio on 
handicap from Port Eliza
beth's Warrior. 

The first leg of the SA Pro 
Beach Volleyball tour will 
be held on Hobie Beach, as 
well as night beach, social 
and celebrity volleyball 

clashes. 
A. large activity area in 

front of Shark Rock Pier 
will again be the focal point, 
featuril)g activities such as 
the Bayplay Kiddies Festi
val, basketball shootouts, 
cultural concerts, the finals 
of the Little Miss Splash 
contest and displays such as 
aerobics, karate, body build
ing, kite-flying, interpro
vincial pozer-lifting, the 
Eastern 
Dance Festival and a Land 
Rover amt rubberauck exhi
bition. 

There will be more than 
150 stalls at the Community 
Chest food and craft mar
ket. 

A first for this year's 
Splash Festival is a roller 
hockey tournament. A clash 
between the Titans and Bay 
inline roller hockey clubs 
will take place on .the tennis 
courts next to the Davis Sta-

di um. 
The Golden Easter Egg 

competition offers a prize of 
RlO 000. 

Good news for music 
lovers is that 5FM will 
broadcast live from Hobie 
Beach for the weekend, with 
disc jockeys Tony Blewitt, 
Kevin Savage, Tony Mur
re 11 , Titch Mataz and 
Cleonie Cassidy 

Several other sporting 
events have been linked to 
the ~festival, including the 
Delta Easter Soccer tourna
ment at the Adcock Stadi
um, which has attracted 32 
top amateur clubs from 
around the country, the 
national schools rugby festi 
val at Grey High School and 
the SA Chinese Easter Sport 
Tournament at UPE which 
includes basketball, soft
ball, golf, tennis, tenpin 
bowling and pistol shooting. 


