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IT was with interest I fol
lowed Anthony Steward's 
open boat circumnaviga
tion. 

Also noticeable was that 
just before his engagement 
to local lass Sue, you began 
publishing his adventures 
quite regularly. So often 
that it irritated me and 
many other readers. 

Anthony set sail in a 
modern state of the art 
fibreglass keel boat with 
excellent self-righting abil
ity. This boat was equipped 
with all rnpdern aids such 
as compass, radio and other 
relevant instruments to 
help him navigate. 

He deserves credit for 
completing the circum
navigation in an "open" 
modern keel boat, also 
bearing in mind that he 
sailed a relatively easy way 
by stopping at many ports 
and islands to minimise his 
time and non-stop distances 
on the seven seas. 

If we are looking for an
other hero in an open boat, 
the honours belong to an 
Argentinian named Alberto 
Torroba. He crossed the 
world's widest ocean in a 
hollowed-out log 
(unballasted) without a ra-
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in log real 
nautical feat 
dio, compass, or any instru
ments whatsoever. 

His adventure started in 
1989 when he selected an 
Aspave tree in the Darien 
jungle. Alberto and a friend 
fashioned the trunk into a 
boat of some sorts with an 
overall· length of 4,57 
metres. He fitted a crooked 
bamboo mast and some 
makeshift sails and sailed 
from Panama to Masepelid 
in the Philippines, some 
17 000 kilometres. 

He navigated by observ
ing currents, stars, wind 
and the habits of sea birds. 
His only navigational aid 
was a bob line to measure 
the angle of stars and a.gen
eral map of the Pacific. He 
had no radio on board. 
Using this primitive mode 
of transport and navigation 
methods he circumnavi
gated nearly half the world 
over the most treacherous 
ocean. 

Now that's what I call 

adventure and achieve
ment without the glib Press 
coverage. 
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