
Home sweet home. Port Elizabethan ANTHONY STEWART arrived In Table Bay Harbour today after his feat of being the first 
person to· circumnavigate the globe in an open boat. He spent 260 sailing days after leaving Cape Town on February 18, 1991, 

losing three masts and capsizing more than 30 times In the process. 

Steward · ends 
record· voyage 
CAPE TOWN - Around the 
world sailor, Anthony Stew· 
art, of Port Elziabeth, ar
rived in the Cape Town har
bour today to a tumultuous 
welcome after his record
breaking circumnavigation 
Jn a 5,8m open boat. 

Stewart was surrounded 
by about 50 spectator ves
sels when he sailed his boat, 

:....,chall~. into the 
ictoria and Albert basin in 

a light south-westerly wind. 
Thousands of people 

lined the quay-side and a 
helico1>ter buzzed over-
1iea . -

Stewart started his epic 
voyage from Cape Town in 
February two years ago. 

He encountered several 
setbacks during his voyage, 
among them a shipwreck 
on an Indian Ocean ·island. 

On his arrival in Cape 
Town Stewart said the voy
age had been more difficult 
than he had ever imagined, 
but he remembered only 
the good times and was sad 
it was all over. 

He spent 260 days at sea. 
His immediate plans 

were to participate in a sin
glehanded race off France 
in August. 

His record-making 27 000 
nautical mile solo circum
navigation of the globe has 
been described as the final 
challenge the sea has to 
offer. 

It will also qualify for the 
Guinness Book of 
Records. British marine 
chronicler D H Clarke, who 
researches for Guinness, 
has labelled the voyage the 
"last of the firsts". 

Several solo open boat 
attempts have been made, 
the most recent by veteran 
American sailor Webb 
Charles, who got three
quarters of the way before 
he was wrecked off Saudi 

Arabia. 
Australian Serio 'Testa 

holds the record for sailing 
around the world in a 4,2m 
boat, but he had a cabin. 

Besides being shipw
recked on a deserted island 
during his journey, Steward 
was nearly run down by a 
supertanker, suffered food 
poisoning, survived gales 
which dismasted his boat 
and lost count of the num
ber of times he capsized. 

While becalmed near Pa
nama he fell asleep and 
was awakened by the bow 

-wave from a supe1·tank~r
breaking over his boat. 

Last year Steward was 
wrecked on Cerf island, a 
deserted, waterless atoll 
about 200 miles south-east 
of Madagascar. He spent 
nine days there before be
ing rescued by a passing 
fishing boat and taken to 
MaM in the Seychelles. 

NCS Challenger was 
taken back to Durban and 
underwent repairs for 
three months before she 
was shipped back to Cerf, 
from where the lone sailor 
continued his voyage down 
the East Coast.- ~pa 
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