
C·at class added 
to Da Gama race 
DURBAN - A separate catamaran class 
has been incorporated in the annual Wil
bur Ellis da Gama ocean race from 
Durban to East London. 

The cruiser-type catamarans need to be 
more than 10,36m wideoand less than 19m 
long. 

"Catamarans are suited to downwind 
sailing and in this predominantly upwind 
event (south-westerlies), racing should 
test sailing skills to the full," says Brian 
Tocknell, rear commodore of the Royal 
Natal Yacht Club. · 

Interest in the 1993 race is expected to 
be as good as the 45-strong fleet' of last 
year, he says, as yachting fever is still 
running high after the recent Cape to Rio 
event. ' 

Confirmation was received on Monday 
of an entry by Parker Pen, the 76-footer 
which crossed the finishing line in second 
position in the Cape to Rio. 

Scheduled to start April 29, the Da 
Gama ocean race has a reputation for 
attracting rough weather conditions. 

The course down the Transkei Wild 
Coast is acknowledged as one of the tough
est in the world. 

The race is run under the auspices of the 
Cruising Association of South Africa, and 
entries have previously been drawn from 
the Transvaal, Cape and Natal. 

•Sailing in South Africa will receive a 
boost this year when the J 22 Class Inter
national Championships take place imme
diately after the 10th annua ·c Week 
Regatta off Durban in July. 

Beside hosting the first keelboat world 
championships, the Crystie W(!E!k Regat
ta's format will be changed to bring it 
more in line with international trends, the 
organisers said in a statement. 

Instead of the event consisting of only 
round-the-buoy Olympic-type races, there 
will be at least two windward/leeward 
courses. 

In addition to this, while the IMS Class 1 
boats are doing their long distance race to 
Richards Bay, the other classes will sail a 
medium distance race to Umdhloti and 
back on the Thursday, with an additional 
inshore race on the Friday. 

"We have made changes to bring them 
in line with international trends and to put 
put some fun back into sailing, and not just 
blindly follow the successful formula of 
previous events," said Dave Rushton, 
organising committee chairman and Rear 
Commodore of the Point Yacht Club. 

Crystie Week has become the biggest 
offshore keelboat regatta in the country 
with 90 boats competing last year. Well 
over 100 competitors, both local and inter
national, are expected to enter this year. 
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