
'Flying' Ferry ready to take on world 
By GRAHAM LIZAMORE 
Yachting Reporter 
SHAUN FERRY, last year's 
champion, wrapped up the Ho
bie 16 Class in the final West
ern Province Points Regatta at 
Langebaan - in spite of a 
sixth-month lay off. 

Ferry , with a spectacular 
show of the skill which has 
made him a champion, used 
the light but varied conditions 
to good effect and, with part
ner Linda Paarman took the 
line honours. 

Ferry's win came after dedi
cating two months to a training 
regime which prepared him for 
the final regatta, and for the 
Internationals and World 
championships which start at 
Mykonos next week. 

"The light to strong winds 
were superb, and I felt this re
gatta was the perfect warm-up 
to the big events next week," 
Ferry said. 

Ferry, from Hout Bay Yacht 
Club, is one of a number of Ho
bie sailors who will come up 

against some of the world's 
best. 

Ren Brand of Defence Sail
ing Club took the line honours 
in the Hobie 14 Class. 

RESULTS 
Hobie 18: 1 Shaun Ferry (HBYC), 2 David 

Knuyt (FHBSC), 3 Alan Lawrence (HBYC), 4 
Wayne Boswell (FHBSC), 5 Colin Whitehead 
(FHBSC). 

Hobie 14: 1 Ren Brand (DSC), 2.John Wil
liams (FHBSC), 3 Hein de Jamder (HBYC), 4 
John Flanigan (FHBSC), 5 Aubrey Price 
(FHBSC). 

0 About R3-million is needed 
in sponsorship for the 30 to 40 
yachts aiming to compete in 
the biennial Crystie Beach
comber Crossing from Mauriti
us to Durban in September. 

According to Joe Harris, sec
retary of the organising com
mittee, the majority of yachts 
will require sponsorship of 
around R40 000 to R75 000 each 
to race in the prestigious 1 600 
nautical mile Indian Ocean 
Classic. 

Speaking from Durban, Har
ris pointed out that the money 
should not be seen as a hand
out. 

"The money is ploughed back . 
into the boat building industry, 
which means sail making, mast 
construction and allied indus
tries all over South Africa 
which employ hundreds 

workers." 
"The race must be seen in 

terms of a boom for the South 
African boat building indus
try," he said. 

Apart from that there were 
the obvious benefits from 
Press, television, and radio ad
vertising, he said. 

Harris said he felt sponsor
ship would be harder to get 
this year because of the tough 
economic climate. 

"We know of many owners, 
in all yacht categories, who are 
keen to race, but who have 
been slow to enter, probably 
because they are still trying to 
tie up sponsorships." 

He said there had been keen 
interest in the race not only in 
the Cape , Natal and Trans
vaal, but also from Britain and 
Reunion. 

Meanwhile, the crack Cape 
Town yacht The Boss, a favour
ite to win line honours, has 
been renamed Bossanova -
the New Boss. 

Following a major refit in 
Cape Town, Bossanova is de
termined to revenge her shock 
retirement from the 1989 race 
when she suffered structural 
damage only four hours after 
the start of the race when she 

had already surged into the 
lead. 

This time Bossanova the 
19,5m racer has Get More Fun, 
the 1989 line honours winner, in 
her sights. This promises to be 
a battle royal among the two 
large yachts. Both were built 
for the punishing race, now re
garded as the most prestigious 
ocean race in the South African 
racing calender. 

Bossanova, a beautifully de
signed aluminium flyer is ex
pected to be skippered by top 
racing veteran PC ' Padda' 
Kuttel, formerly of Cape Town 
and now based in San Diego, 
USA. 

Kuttel revealed that Bossan
ova had been "considerably 
beefed" up in Cape Town with 
the addition of more frames 
and with strengthening of her 
hull and rigging. She is expect
ed to sail under foreign colours 
with a crew of 12. 

Kuttel said he was confident 
of victory. 

But if Kuttel is aiming at a 
line honours win, he must be 
wondering with some trepida
tion what top skipper Dave 
Abromowitz is going to come 
up with. 

Abromowitz will be deter
mined win line honours but is 

still keeping mum about his 
entry. 

After winning line honours in 
1985 and 1987 Abromowitz 
could not find a boat for the 
1989 race and missed his 
chance of a hat trick. Those 
who know Abromowitz will 
realise he is not going to miss 
the opportunity this year. 

Refusing to disclose the iden
tity of his entry all he says is: 
"It will be a big boat." 

Rumours include the 22m 
Australia ~based Rampant II , 
which won the Cape to Uru
guay race in 1982, and which he 
unsuccessfully tried to aquire 
for the 1989 race. 
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