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Reed wants 
to train SA 
sailors to 
beat French 

By TOSH LEVETT-
HARDING 

SPRINGBOK and round
the-wo r l d yachtsman 
Bertie Reed, who re
ceived a hero's welcome 
at the Ro.aring Forties 
Association hall at Cape 
Town's Victoria and Al
fred waterfront last 
Wednesday, will devote 
most of his time to train
ing young yachtsmen 
anxious to compete in 
international events. 

' 

the award ceremony hilt 
,' son Stanley said: "I am 

sorry - I know dad is a 
hero here tonight for 
saving John Martin but I 
am not interested in 
yachting. It doesn't ap
peal to me at all" 

Bertie rece°tved brav
ery awards in recogni
tion of his dramatic res
cue of John Martin and 
will return to Punta del 
Este to prepare for the 
final leg of the BOC 
Challenge to Newport, 

He said: "I want to Rhode Island, starting 
start a training school on April 1. 
for them - I have decid-
ed that I will enter no The M in is t er o f 
more round-the-world National Education and 
races single-handed but Environment Affairs, Mr 
will only participate as a Louis Pienaar, praised 
crew member." . Reed on behalf of the 

Commendations 

"It's my ambition to 
train our guys to beat the 
French - we have some 
fine young yachtsmen in 
the Cape so I am going to 
concentrate on helping 
them as much as possi
ble." 

But Bertie has no im
mediate successor. At 

State President, Mr De 
Klerk, for his outstand
ing seamanship, brave 
action and sportsman
ship in saving his fellow 
Springbok yachtsman. 

The Mayor of Cape 
Town, Alderman Gordon 
Oliver, said Reed had 
"inspired everyone with 
his brave action". 

The mayor said Cape 
Town was proud of him. 
He said that it had been 

a moving experience for 
everyone in the city to 
follow his outstanding 
seamanship from such a 
great distance. 

Modesty 
A tired but happy 

Reed replied, with his 
wife Pat smiling en
couragement 

He thanked everyone 
for their kindness and, 
referring to the rescue of 
John Martin, said: "This 
is soQlething we have 
been trained to do - we 
have had experience of 
other rescues. 

"I shouted to John: 
'Can I give you a lift?' -
and, frankly, it was great 
being there to help him." 

Bertie dismissed light
-ly his dramatic rescue 
1but the world knows that 
it was a daring, coura
geous action which took 
place in the perilous 
Antarctic conditions off 
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Cape Horn on February 
20, which will not be 
erased from the history 
of yachting. 


