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WELCOME HOME! Sunshine for the explorers .. . the eight members of the 1990/91 South African Antarctic 
Expedition enjoy the warmer climate after travelling from the Antarctic. 

Antarctic climbers return triumphant 
Staff Reporter 
THE first combined sailing and 
mountaineering venture to the 
Antarctic island of South Geor
gia has returned home. 

The eight adventurers 
aboard the yacht Diel were 
welcomed home by wives and 
friends who sailed out to meet 
them off Hout Bay on Satur
day. 

Beer flowed as the men, who 
had grown beards during the 
31-day expedition, were escort
ed into Table Bay harbour. 

The men had climbed three 
mountains in the Antarctic: Ad
miralty Peak, Mount Normann 
and an unnamed mountain they 
called Centenary Peak to com
memorate this year's centena
ry of the Mountain Club of 
South Africa. 

John Moss said it was the 
first time that Mount Normann 
and Centenary Peak had been 
climbed. 

The expedition sailed to the 
remote island in a specially de
signed and equipped 19m yacht, 

skippered by Bernhard Die
bold. 

Th'e crew consisted of two 
sailors, Nigel Jarman and Tako 
Palthe, and four climbers and 
a film director. 

The climbing party that 
made the first ascent of Mount 
Normann and Centenary Peak 
were Paul Fatti, John Moss, 
Doug Jamieson and Hilton Da
vies. 

Fanie van der Merwe, of 
Pretoria, also climbed Admi
ralty Peak and filmed the en-

tire expedition. 
"Determined attempts on 

Mount Paget, the highest peak, 
and several other mountains on 
South Georgia were made, but 
these were repulsed by appall
ing weather with very high 
winds, storms and blizzards," 
said John Moss. 

The expedition left South 
Georgia after a month of 
climbing and sailed directly 
back to Cape Town through the 
Southern Ocean. They complet
ed the return journey of 
4 800km in 16 days. 


