
Bossanova set to lead Beachcomber fleet merry dance 

Bossanova preparing for an assault on the. 
Crystle Beachcomber Crossing. 

By Dave Beattie 

The Bossanova is being 
groomed to lead the fleet 
a merry dance in the 
Crystle Beachcomber 
Croalnl from Mauritius 
to Durban in September. 

The Bos5anova - "The 
New Boss" - is the 
crack Cape Town yacht 
formerly called The 
Boss, now undergoing a 
major refit. 

The Boss, one of the 
pre-race favourites for 
the last Indian Ocean 
classic two years ago, 
"stumbled" when in the · 
lead just a few hours 
after leaving port in 
Mauritius. 

Structural damage to 

the keel forced her to 
abandon the race and re
turn to Maur~tius, leav
ing archrival Get More 
Fun to sail off with the 
line honours. 

Now new owner 
"Padda" Kuttell is get
ting the 68 ft aluminium 
racer back in business 
with the object of aveng
ing that defeat by Get 
More Fun. 

Both yachts were spe
cially built for the pun
ishing race which, in just 
six years , has become 
the finest bluewater 
event on the SA yacht 
racing calendar. 

It is believed that the 
start of The Boss's prob
lems in the last race oc-

curred on the run-up to 
Mauritius, when she hit 
heavy seas. 

Kuttell, who is com
modore of Royal Cape 
Yacht Club, is taking no 
chances this time. 

The Bossanova will be 
shipped to Mauritius as 
deck cargo in good time 
for the start. 

All told, a fleet of 30 to 
40 yachts is expected at 
the race start on Septem
ber 21 , among them an 
entry from the Beach
comer group whose boat, 
Royal Palm, took hon
ours in the first two 
races. 

The new entry is Shan
drani, named after the 
newest resort hotel on 

the island. 
Robert de Speville, 

spokesman for the co
sponsoring hotel group, 
said: "The call now is for 
bigger and stronger 
boats, arid the best in 
seamanship. 

"In the three crossings 
so far, there have been 
fierce gales, powerful 
currents and giant seas. 
It is a most demanding 
test." 

He should know. He 
was in the winning crew 
on· Royal Palm in 1985 
and 1987. 

"It is no longer a re
laxing cruise for ama
teurs," he added. "It has 
become a deadly serious 
contest." 
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